Russian Federation

Common Country Assessment (CCA)

For much of the 2001 and the beginning of 2002, the UN Country Team worked on the preparation of the CCA, which provided solid analysis of the current socio-economic situation in the Russian Federation. The document identified key risks of country's national development and suggested priorities for UNCT action. The CCA, endorsed at the UNCT meeting on 23 May 2002, formed a basis for UNCT assistance to the Russian government in the following key areas: reduction of poverty, the fight against HIV/AIDS, the promotion of human rights and human development, ensuring environmental sustainability. This approach led to the establishment of a new UNCT organizational structure in 2002, comprising Theme Groups on Poverty, HIV/AIDS and Human Rights and Human Development, and Co-ordination Groups on Health and Environment. Current UNCT activities to follow up on the CCA priorities are essential elements of UNCT strategy in the Russian Federation, in particular, in support of the long-term implementation of the Millennium Development Goals. 

Country Strategy Note (CSN)

At the Millennium Development Summit in 2000, all UN member states including Russia agreed to achieve eight MDGs by 2015. To support the process, UNCT has adopted MDGs as the overarching frame for its joint activities in the period 2003-2005. The UNCT aims to benefit from the combined expertise of individual agencies, and their comparative advantages across themes. In particular, an ad hoc intra-agency "MDG Response Platform" has been established and is co-ordinated by the RC Unit. Under this mechanism, UNCT support is already being provided along the following lines:

· Analysis of the state of data available for each goal;

· Proposals for relevance of the goals, targets and indicators to the Russian context;

· Assessment of progress against each goal and identification of obstacles to achievement;

· Formulation of potential support to government; 

· Strategies for engaging government, institutions and civil society; and

· Policy advice and advocacy.

As the responsibility for developing and implementing MDG strategy ultimately lies with the member governments of the UN, a first step in this process is expected with the presentation of the inaugural Russian MDG Report in November 2004.

UNDAF

In view of the limited UNCT presence and resources in the Russian Federation, the UNCT adopted a decision to start, in consultation with the Russian government, with a UNCT paper built on the CCA priorities and outlining joint approaches and outcomes, rather than to go for a full-fledged UNDAF process. The same approach is highlighted in the UNDG letter of 18 June 1999, where Russia is mentioned in category E of the countries, for which "harmonization is not appropriate due to limited presence/ programmes."

