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UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board

Second regular session 2007

New York, 10 to 14 September 2007

DAILY BRIEF 
Friday, 14 September 2007
UNDP segment
UNCDF
1. Following an introduction by the Associate Administrator, the Executive Director, United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF), presented a proposal on programme and funding arrangements for the Fund. He detailed progress in partnering with UNDP to integrate strategic planning and results frameworks, establish programmes and mobilize resources jointly at country level, integrate reporting and evaluation policies, and rationalize management and operations. Among the priorities mutually agreed upon with UNDP, he highlighted increased investment and enhanced presence in least developed countries, supported by predictable, stable, multi-year funding buttressed by contributions from the Biennial Support Budget of UNDP and other resource facilities. He called for more frequent consultations with donor member states and with UNDP to increase core resources and stabilize the financial foundation of UNCDF. A proposed investment plan, 2008-2011, contemplates core resource investment of approximately $25 million per year, with coverage of more than 40 least developed countries and average investment per year of approximately $500,000 per country.
2. Delegations praised efforts to harmonize with UNDP, and heralded the singular focus on least developed countries.  Several delegations queried which alternatives UNCDF would adopt should it fail to raise the projected $25 million dollars: whether it would reduce the number of countries supported or the amount allocated to each country. Some urged UNCDF to present a more detailed progress report on integration efforts with UNDP, which had been promised for this session of the Board. Many echoed the call for increased funding from UNDP, as well as for a more diversified base of donors and other funding sources. One delegation exhorted UNCDF to refrain from financial sector reform at country level to the extent that such efforts should exceed its mandate.
3. In response, the Executive Director identified funding stability as a major challenge, and expressed appreciation for the chorus of encouragement for UNDP to take the lead in increasing support. Acknowledging that the $25 million investment plan is still at a conceptual stage, he stressed that UNCDF would seek to avoid reducing the number of countries assisted – a position echoed by other senior Fund managers, who reiterated that country demand, which would drive the calculus, currently exceeded resource capacity. Finally, he reminded delegates that creating enabling environments for microcredit through inclusive financial sector policies is a practice area of UNCDF. In closing, he announced his imminent departure from the Fund for personal reasons, prompting tributes from the President and the Associate Administrator.
UNOPS

4. The Executive Director, United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS), reported on the implementation of the recommendations of the Board of Auditors for 2004-2005. He highlighted progress in cleaning up and strengthening the organization, particularly its financial practices, and described further improvements contemplated for the year ahead. Turning to the proposed transfer of direct procurement services for common-user items from the UNDP/Inter-Agency Procurement Services Office to UNOPS, he underscored the balance to be maintained between a smooth transition at staff level and consistency of service to partners. The Associate Administrator then provided additional details on the mutual benefits of the merger for both organizations. Delegates welcomed the proposal.
Joint UNDP/UNFPA segment

Internal audit and oversight
5. The Associate Administrator, UNDP, and the Director, Division for Oversight Services, UNFPA, presented their respective oral reports (in response to decision 2007/29) on progress made in developing the components and principles of the oversight policy prior to its submission to the Executive Board in January 2008.  Delegates commended UNDP and UNFPA efforts and looked forward to further elaboration of their respective policies.  They underscored the importance of accountability and transparency.  They emphasized that all partners were accountable for delivering on the MDG promises.  In noting that accountability should include a focus on the monitoring of results, they stressed that accountability frameworks must be robust enough to respond to needs even in the most challenging parts of the world.
Follow-up to UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board meeting

6. The Deputy Executive Director (Programme), UNFPA, and the Assistant Administrator and Director, Bureau for Development Policy, UNDP, made a joint presentation on UNDP and UNFPA implementation of the UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board (PCB) recommendations.  Delegations appreciated the joint presentation and encouraged efforts in optimizing joint programming, noting that UNAIDS could serve as a model to others in delivery.  They stressed the importance of the division of labour as agreed among the UNAIDS cosponsors and emphasized the need to avoid duplication of work.  Delegations underscored that the linkages between sexual and reproductive health and rights, gender equality and HIV/AIDS were critical for preventing the spread of the pandemic.  They encouraged UNDP and UNFPA to invest in prevention activities addressing boys and girls, as well as the prevention of mother-to-child transmission. They urged accelerated implementation of the Global Task Team (GTT) recommendations, as well as renewed focus on vulnerable and marginalized groups and on addressing the stigma and discrimination surrounding AIDS.
Field visits
7. The team leader (the delegate from Algeria) introduced the report of the field visit of the Executive Board of UNDP/UNFPA to Mexico (29 April to 5 May 2007).  He thanked the Government of Mexico and the staff of UNDP and UNFPA for a very educational and enjoyable field visit.  He highlighted the recommendations contained in the report and noted that Mexico provided a useful paradigm for United Nations engagement with middle-income countries.  The delegate from Mexico expressed his Government’s appreciation for the Board’s field visit.  He emphasized that UNDP and UNFPA had an important role to play in Mexico and other middle income countries.  He underscored the importance his country attached to South-South cooperation. 

Other matters

8. Taking the floor to present a proposed amendment to the instrument for the establishment of the restructured Global Environment Facility (GEF), a senior manager of the GEF declared that the amendment would be effective upon adoption by the implementing agency. The President then declared this agenda item closed.

9. The Executive Board adopted the report of the Annual session 2007; the draft work plan for the first regular session, 2008; and the draft annual work plan for 2008.  
10. The Executive Board agreed to a new procedure whereby the Director of the UNDP Evaluation Office would be appointed in consultation with the Board, and agreed to suggest reappointing the current Director for a second four-year term.

11. 

12. 
13. The Executive Board adopted the following decisions: 2007/31: Annual review of the financial situation, 2006 (UNDP); 2007/33: Proposals on programming arrangements for 2008-2011; 2007/34: Predictable programme financing for UNCDF; 2007/35: UNIFEM Strategic plan, 2008-2011; 2007/36: Assistance to Myanmar; 2007/37: Implementation of the recommendations of the Board of Auditors; 2007/38: Proposed partial merger of certain functions of IAPSO with UNOPS; 2007/39: Proposed amendment to the instrument for the establishment of the restructured Global Environment Facility; 2007/40: UNFPA strategic plan, 2008-2011; 2007/41: UNFPA global and regional programme, 2008-2011; 2007/42: Review of the system for the allocation of UNFPA resources to country programmes; 2007/43: Review of the organizational structure of UNFPA and the operational reserve.; and 2007/44: Overview of decisions adopted by the Executive Board of UNDP/UNFPA at its second regular session 2007. 

14. After intensive but inconclusive consultations on agenda item 3: UNDP strategic plan, the President suspended the session until further notice. 
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