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I. Situation analysis
1. Asia and the Pacific is the fastest growing region in the world, sustaining an annual average growth rate of 7.4 per cent from 1996 to 2005 in East Asia and the Pacific, and 5.9 per cent in South Asia.  Trade and investment largely underpin these high growth rates—in 2005, Asia’s export of goods and services exceeded $3.3 trillion, accounting for 26 per cent of the global share. However, the least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States continue to fall behind, unable to benefit from the open market economy and trade liberalization. The pattern of economic growth has contributed to expanding affluence but also resulted in exploding inequalities within and between countries and subregions. The ratio of per capita income of the richest 5 per cent of the population of Asia and the Pacific to that of the poorest 5 per cent has doubled from about 10 in 1980 to 20 in 2005 owing primarily to differential impact of globalization. Within countries, inequalities have greatly increased in the region largely because of either “jobless growth” or low employment intensity of growth and lack of emphasis on rural development. The South Asia subregion still accounts for a staggering 43 per cent of the world’s poor, and East Asia and the Pacific for 21 per cent. Current trends indicate that many countries of the region risk not meeting over half of the targets of the Millennium Development Goals.
2. Over half the trade in Asia and the Pacific is now intraregional in character. Much of the flow of labour, goods and services is now within the region. A number of regional trade agreements such as SAFTA, AFTA and PICTA have been reached. Foreign direct investment from the emerging economic powerhouses from within the region is increasing significantly. South-South cooperation has deepened with the emergence of a number of middle and high income countries in the region. 

3. The foundations for regional integration are thus stronger with an increasing need for regional support to further facilitate the process, including through inter-governmental organization capacities to seize opportunities, and respond to emerging management and coordination needs. Management of trans-boundary resources such as energy and water, trade and labour movement have emerged as cross-border regulatory issues which require regional support. In addition to these emerging issues, governance challenges for deepening of democracy remain across the region: accountability and transparency, inclusive governance, human rights protection, access to justice and information, freedom of the media, facilitating state-civil society dialogues, and aid management. Regional research, advocacy, exchange of experiences, lessons learned and solutions for these issues are important regional public goods.

4. Conflicts persist in the region and have regional impact, with displacement of people across borders. The “conflict economy” distorts public finance and contributes to regional imbalances. Prospects exist for conflicts spilling across national boundaries, posing threats to regional peace and security. Regional conflict resolution and peacebuilding mechanisms are required to ensure long-term peace, stability and regional trust as the foundation for regional progress on the Millennium Development Goals.
5. Climate change has compounded problems of environmental degradation in the region and has led to serious deterioration of ecosystems, adding yet another dimension to the persistence of poverty.  The rising sea levels with dire consequences in the region, melting glaciers of the Himalayas, frequent and severe natural disasters like the Tsunami catastrophe and the South Asia earthquake, the threat of avian influenza and spread of HIV, and the unsustainable use of trans-national biodiversity resources, underscore the need to support regional action and collaboration. 

6. More than one billion people in the region do not have access to electricity and depend on traditional biomass fuel. In 2005, the region produced about 9.9 per cent of the world’s crude oil, but consumed over 29 per cent. Regional and sub-regional advocacy on access to energy for the poor, cross-border trade in energy, energy security and a new impetus to alternative energy sources are emerging areas for regional interventions. 
7. Trafficking of women and children, and forced labour are cross-border issues in the region, with about 250,000 women and girls trafficked from South Asia and 200,000 from South East Asia annually. The second largest number of people with HIV/AIDS (8.6 million) live in the region. Persisting violence against women and gender dimensions of challenges mentioned above call for greater resources and region-wide initiatives for more effective advocacy and action. 

8. The aforementioned development challenges cut across national boundaries, and the scale and nature of these issues surpass the ability of national Governments to fashion viable responses, underlining the need for more effective, gender responsive and strategic regional support for national efforts.

II. Past cooperation and lessons learned

9. The Regional Cooperation Framework II (RCF II) for Asia and the Pacific (2002-2006, extended to 2007) responded to the Millennium Declaration and the UNDP corporate mandate for poverty reduction.  RCF II covered three thematic areas: democratic governance for human development, globalization and economic governance, and sustainable development. Gender and information and communication technologies for development were threaded throughout the thematic areas, and the development dimension of crisis prevention and recovery was given a greater focus.

10. The evaluation of RCF II has found that overall it succeeded in addressing vital problems of the Asia and the Pacific region. The establishment of UNDP Regional Centres during RCF II infused the programme with new dynamism and enhanced efficiency in delivery and created regional hubs with a critical mass of readily accessible advisory services in areas of UNDP work. Achievements of RCF II included strong regional advocacy for the Millennium Development Goals and human development through flagship knowledge products such as Regional Asia-Pacific Millennium Development Goals reports and Regional Human Development Reports. RCF II engaged in new, politically sensitive areas resulting in greater demand for democratic governance and a more conducive operational environment for inclusive, rights-based approaches. The focus on HIV/AIDS and development catalyzed responses on the integration of HIV/AIDS into national development plans and a shift from health to more multi-sectoral responses. The partnerships with regional bodies such as the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the Pacific Islands Forum, Governments and national and international development partners provided a cohesive regional strategy on design and implementation of policies on the Millennium Development Goals, poverty reduction and trade.

11. However, the RCF II evaluation points out that the regional programme is spread too thinly and should concentrate on fewer themes, outcomes, objectives, and projects based on the regionality criteria, and strengthen the monitoring and evaluation framework. The regional programme needs to include gender mainstreaming in all the regional projects, and focus more strongly on the inter-linkage among different programmatic areas. The right balance needs to be struck between the creation of knowledge products, capacity development, advocacy, and policy advice, as well as between regional programming and country level advisory services.  The UNDP contribution to “neutral” facilitation of consultations and dialogue on cross-border issues, externalities and spillovers, advocacy and support for emerging issues needs to be continued. Stronger partnership should be built with regional organizations, and especially with other United Nations agencies for delivering as One UN.

12. Lessons learned from RCF II and the evaluation recommendations provide important directions for the present regional programme document. These are further enriched by feedback and guidance from Governments, regional stakeholders, civil society, and international institutions.  The extensive consultative process has helped to narrow down and prioritize the focus of the regional programme within the corporate strategic priorities and comparative advantages.  The programme envisages 15 to 17 projects, significantly reduced from 32 projects under RCF II and some 100 projects under RCF I.

III. Proposed programme

A. Guiding principles 

13. The regional programme responds to emerging challenges in the region, United Nations reform and the harmonization agenda, and corporate priorities enshrined in the draft UNDP Strategic Plan 2008-2011 currently under review. It focuses on regional interventions based on: (a) promoting regional public goods, especially regional integration; (b) managing cross-border externalities and spillovers, related to trade, environment and diseases; (c) promoting knowledge sharing and learning; (d) seed capital for pilot ideas for future country programming; (e) advocacy, awareness-raising and networking; and (f) supporting regional dialogues on sensitive and emerging development issues. Capacity development and gender equality will underpin all interventions. Stronger emphasis will be placed upon closer collaboration with ESCAP, other United Nations agencies and regional partners, South-South cooperation, cross-practice synergy, knowledge sharing and management, rights-based approaches, and civic engagement. Partnerships will be fostered with SAARC, ASEAN and PIF on regional integration and collaboration.

14. The regional programme will also provide technical advisory support to UNDP country offices and national counterparts, on a demand-driven basis, while ensuring stronger national-regional-global programme linkages and complementarities. Recent feedback from countries in the region indicates emerging demands for technical advisory support on: Millennium Development Goals-based national development strategies; preparation of national gender mainstreaming strategies; public sector reform; inclusive governance; CSO capacity development; national aid management; private sector development; environment management; and, energy service delivery.  For these and other emerging areas in demand, the country-level support by the regional programme will be directed towards: country-level programme formulation; development of tools and methods; seed funding of country pilot projects, which will in turn help regional comparison and learning; and other capacity development initiatives. 

B. Programme focus

15. Inequalities in human development; emerging cross-border regulatory issues; increasing regional vulnerability to climate change; natural disasters and internal conflicts; and problems of degraded environment in Asia and the Pacific call for more holistic approaches to regional development cooperation and regional responses to some national challenges.  In this context, the regional programme document is framed around four broad themes:  (a) poverty reduction and achievement of Millennium Development Goals; (b) democratic governance; (c) crisis prevention and recovery; and (d) environment and sustainable development. The overarching goal is to promote regional initiatives for achieving the Millennium Development Goals.

(i) Poverty reduction and achievement of Millennium Development Goals 

16. The regional programme will build on the ongoing Asia-Pacific regional Millennium Development Goals initiative and work through United Nations country teams to provide technical advisory and capacity development services, especially to least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States, to formulate and implement Millennium Development Goals-based national development strategies.  This work includes: an estimate of cost, finance and capacity needs; widening policies and options for Millennium Development Goals achievement; and monitoring the results and impact of support for achieving the Millennium Development Goals. The support for reducing poverty, inequality and unemployment will focus on regional knowledge sharing, codifying good practices and techniques for promotion of: public-private partnerships; inclusive finance, such as micro-finance and micro-insurance, through, for example, the Pacific Millennium Development Goals Project; and regional policy options for enhancing employment and decent work.

17. To foster inclusive globalization and South-South cooperation, the Regional Trade Project will provide quality policy advisory services: to promote sustainable international competitiveness, including support for the Integrated Framework process and post-quota textiles and clothing industrial adjustment, and to assess and advocate for human development-oriented regionalism, and foster regional cooperation and integration. 
18. The annual Regional Human Development Reports, on issues such as trade, corruption, gender, hunger and migration, straddling multiple focus areas, will be the primary advocacy instruments to address issues of inequality, discrimination and human development. The Human Development Reports Unit will ensure high-quality analysis followed by advocacy for better integration of human development concerns into national policies.
19. A joint regional gender-based violence prevention initiative will support region-wide campaigns, research and policy advice to prevent gender-based violence. A precondition for approval of all regional projects will be concrete benchmarks and targets on their impact on gender mainstreaming.  A joint regional HIV/AIDS and Trafficking Initiative with UNAIDS, IOM, ILO, UNODC and UNIFEM will: (a) strengthen the capacities of regional organizations such as ASEAN, SAARC and SPC to develop regional multi-sectoral responses on the human development, human rights and gender dimensions of HIV; and (b) reduce discrimination and the socio-economic vulnerability of people on the move; and (c) foster an enabling environment for their access to prevention and treatment.  The Gender and HIV Teams will support the preparation of gender responsive Millennium Development Goals -based national plans and the integration of HIV/AIDS in those plans.
(ii) Democratic governance

20. The regional programme will strengthen responsive governance on priority and emerging cross-border issues by forging strategic alliances at the regional level and supporting the development of consolidated approaches through regional platforms for dialogue on issues such as trade in services and energy; management of trans-boundary energy and water resources; labour mobility; and management of development assistance flows.  The Greater Tumen and the Silk Road initiatives, subject to review and contributions from member countries, will further support the regional integration process in North-East Asia and Central Asia.  In the Pacific, this will involve support for the implementation of the Pacific Plan.

21. The programme will foster inclusive participation in governance through regional initiatives to: (a) strengthen capacity of legislatures, political parties and other representative institutions for deepening democracy; (b) pursue the interests of women, disadvantaged groups and indigenous peoples; (c) support civic engagement in public policymaking; (d) engage and build capacity of media; and (e) support effective e-governance and access to information. 

22. The programme will undertake regional advocacy on integrity, accountability and transparency. It will support the implementation of the United Nations Convention against Corruption, including by engaging with regional networks, building capacities of oversight bodies, and fostering social accounting.   The programme will support initiatives to enhance regional dialogue on the implementation of United Nations human rights treaties and engagement with treaty bodies.

23. These interventions will build on ongoing projects: Asia Regional Governance; Pacific Governance; Regional Indigenous Peoples, the United Nations Inter-Agency Human Trafficking and Pacific Civil Society. 
(iii) Crisis prevention and recovery

24. To address the persistence of conflict and increasing number of disasters in the region, the regional programme will: (a) strengthen national and regional capacity to prevent, respond to, manage and recover from crisis by integrating conflict and disaster risk assessments into regional and national policies and strategies and by building regional surge capacity for rapid response and immediate damage assessment; and (b) restore the foundations of development in post-conflict and post-disaster situations by providing technical advisory services and by developing and piloting feasible activities for sustainable economic and livelihoods recovery and by providing technical advisory services. These activities will be supported by building upon the ongoing regional programme for sustainable recovery in tsunami-affected countries, the Pacific Crisis Prevention and Recovery Project, and by working closely with the poverty, governance and environment teams at the regional centres. Every effort will be made to identify partnership opportunities with United Nations agencies, the World Bank, ADB and regional institutions and key civil society organizations.
(iv) Environment and sustainable development

25. The regional environment and energy initiatives, in cooperation with UNEP, other relevant United Nations agencies and regional and subregional institutions, will support the mainstreaming of environmental and energy issues into national and sustainable development strategies to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. The poverty-environment nexus and energy-poverty challenges will be addressed. The programme will support regional advocacy on climate change and adaptation, address trans-boundary concerns, enhance access by the poor to ecosystem services, mobilize human and financial resources of the Global Environment Facility and other donors, including new opportunities of carbon financing, to address these concerns. The Regional Energy Project will support regional and subregional advocacy on access to energy for the poor, cross-border trade in energy and energy security.
IV. Programme management, monitoring and evaluation

26. Under the guidance of the Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific and the Bureau for Development Policy, the two Regional Centres in Bangkok and Colombo and the Pacific Centre in Suva will manage all regional/subregional projects. The Regional Centre Management Board will continue to guide the project formulation and advisory services, and provide final approval of annual work plans. Through the restructuring in 2007, the Regional Centre Management Board will have greater participation and ownership by Governments, UNDP resident representatives and country directors, as well as headquarters Bureaux/Units with outposted staff in the regional centres. The Asia-Pacific Practice Advisory Panels will provide guidance on the continuing relevance to the region. The Regional Bureau will approve and exercise the overall oversight and accountability for the implementation for all regional projects.

27. Regional projects will ensure synergy with the Executive Committee as well as other United Nations agencies to deliver as One UN. Human and technical resources will be mobilized from all agencies for work on Millennium Development Goals-based national development strategies, for example with ILO on decent work-related agenda, with UNEP on poverty-environment nexus, with ESCAP on regional initiatives for the Millennium Development Goals, with UNIFEM on gender equality and mainstreaming, with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and OHCHR on anti-corruption and human rights, with UNAIDS on multi-sectoral responses to HIV/AIDS, and with UNCDF on inclusive finance. Partnership building beyond United Nations agencies will continue to be explored and strengthened, with regional organizations (e.g., SAARC, ASEAN, Pacific Islands Forum), international financial institutions (e.g., ADB), academia, civil society and the private sector.

28. Monitoring and evaluation will be strengthened through the establishment of appropriate indicators as benchmarks against which progress and development results can be measured. The Evaluation Plan will be adhered to in full compliance with corporately established UNDP requirements for evaluations. To finance monitoring and evaluation, $1.2 million will be kept aside.
29. The total financial resource for the regional programme cycle is estimated at $100.0 million, including estimated regular resources of $49.2 million, and $50.8 million of other resources to be mobilized. Out of the total estimated resources, 36 per cent will be allocated to poverty reduction and achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, followed by democratic governance (24 per cent), crisis prevention and recovery (15 per cent) and environment and sustainable development (11 per cent). The balance will be set aside to enable rapid response to emerging needs, monitoring and evaluation, and management of the regional programmes. A resource mobilization strategy for regional programmes drawn up by the regional centres will be further developed to realize the target, focusing on both traditional and emerging donors as well as the private sector.

Annex. Results and resources framework for the regional programme for Asia and the Pacific (2008-2011)
	Key result area
	Regional results/outcomes
	Regional programme outputs
	Output indicators
	Partners
	 Resources
(in millions of dollars)

	Focus area 1: Poverty reduction and achievement of the Millennium Development Goals

	Promoting inclusive growth, gender equality and

MDG achievement 
	Improved achievement of the MDGs for reducing poverty and inequalities
	1. Capacity of key stakeholders developed for gender responsive MDG-based planning and implementation of pro-poor and rights-based policies

2. RHDRs produced for human development advocacy to reduce poverty and inequalities

3. Demonstrated regional and country responses to reduce gender-based violence
	Indicator: 1. Number of countries with capacity to formulate inclusive MDG-based plans with gender and HIV fully integrated; 2. Number of RHDR themes covered and number of human development advocacy events supported; 3. Number of countries introducing policies or programmes incorporating the roles and responsibilities of boys and men in gender-based violence prevention

Baseline: 1. 2 countries with capacity to formulate inclusive MDG-based plans with gender and HIV fully integrated; 2. First of annual RHDR series produced in 2006; 3. 0 countries with policies that explicitly incorporate the roles and responsibilities of boys and men in gender-based violence prevention

Target: 1. 10 countries have capacity to formulate inclusive MDG-based plans with gender and HIV fully integrated by 2011; 2. Advocacy events conducted in 20 countries based on 4 RHDR themes; 3. 5 countries introduce policies or programmes that explicitly incorporate the roles and responsibilities of boys and men in gender-based violence prevention by 2011
	Governments, CSOs, UNCTs, ESCAP, UNAIDS, World Bank, ADB, Millennium Campaign, Pacific Islands Forums, SAARC, ASEAN, bilateral donors, research institutions, media
	Regular 
12.0

Other

10.8

	Fostering inclusive globalization
	Regional cooperation and integration fostered for enhanced trade flows leading to increased employment and poverty reduction


	1. Capacity of key stakeholders strengthened to address trade competitiveness and mainstreaming; 2. Government and stakeholder capacity developed for human development-oriented regional integration, with emphasis on intellectual property rights, services, and trade facilitation
	Indicator: 1. Number of countries supported through IF process and policy advisory services to adjust to new trading arrangements; 2. Number of support activities for regional bodies (SAARC, ASEAN, PIFs) to monitor and assess human development-oriented and gender responsive regionalism.

Baseline: 1. Limited capacity to address supply-side constraints and trade mainstreaming, 3 LDCs with validated DTIS; 2. Insufficient integration of human development objectives in regionalization process.

Target: 1) Policy advisory and IF support to 13 LDCs; 2) 3 regional initiatives and mechanisms to support implementation of pro-poor trade and investment policies
	IMF, WB, WTO, UNCTAD, ITC, UNESCAP, ASEAN, SAARC, PIFS, ADB, CSOs
	Regular 
$3.0
Other
$2.0


	Mitigating the impact of AIDS on human development
	Enabling environment created and capacities developed to respond to the human development, governance and cross-border challenges of HIV/AIDS and mobility
	1. Regional and national capacity developed for effective human development and governance responses that ensure the access of people on the move to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support; 2. Innovative initiatives that reduce the vulnerability of women and girls to forced migration, trafficking and HIV
	Indicator: 1. Number of regional partners supported, and capacity developed for multi-sectoral responses to HIV, mobility and trafficking; 2. Number of regional/national initiatives launched to reduce the vulnerability of people to HIV, forced migration, and trafficking

Baseline:  Insufficient capacity and lack of robust multi-country responses that address the human development challenges of migration, trafficking and HIV in the region

Target: 1. Support provided to ASEAN, SAARC and member countries for multi-sectoral policy and programme responses that address HIV, migration, and trafficking; 2. 2 joint initiatives and 3 regional dialogues that build enabling environment for safe mobility
	SAARC, ASEAN, SPC, ADB, Governments, UNAIDS, IOM, ILO, UNIFEM, UNODC, other UN organizations, CSOs
	Regular
$3.0
Other
$5.0

	Focus area 2: Democratic governance

	Facilitating responsive Cross-border regulatory mechanisms
	Regional and national institutions effectively addressing key cross- border issues in the region
	Institutional capacity strengthened to develop and implement consolidated innovative approaches to effectively address economics and trade, migration, human trafficking, natural resource management and other emerging cross-border issues
	Indicator: 1. At least 2 inter-ministerial dialogues, meetings and action plans on cross-border issues; 2. 3 innovative initiatives that reduce the vulnerability of women and girls to forced migration, trafficking and HIV 

Baseline: Insufficient capacity to engage on cross-border regulatory issues

Target: 1. Strategic alliances forged at regional level to address cross-border issues; 2. 3 action plans and initiatives developed
	ASEAN, SAARC, PIFS, BIMSTEC, Tumen Secretariat, MRC, IUCN, IOM, other UN organizations, CSOs
	Regular
$2.0
Other
$1.0


	Fostering inclusive participation and strengthening responsive governing institutions
	Improved inclusive participatory processes in policy making and implementation for more equitable development.


	1. Capacity of legislatures and political parties strengthened to represent interest of women and disadvantaged groups; 2. CSOs in policymaking supported; 3. Capacity of independent media developed; and 4. E-governance and access to information supported
	Indicator: 1. Increase in the number of legislatures and political parties engaged in debates on gender-responsive policies that reflect the interests of disadvantaged groups; 2. Greater number of regional umbrella and other CSOs engaged in policymaking; 3. Increased capacity of media to report on governance and development policies; 4. Extent to which e-governance and freedom of information frameworks are developed and used

Baseline: Limited capacity and participation in policymaking and restricted access to information

Target: 1. and 2. 50% increase in participation by legislatures and CSOs in capacity-building activities; 3. 10 media organizations trained in reporting about democratic governance; 4. 4 regional dialogues on e-governance and freedom of information
	UNCTs, UNICEF Regional Office, UNCDF, UNCRD, IPU, CPA, CDI, APF, IDEA, CSOs, AAPP, SAFMA, PINA, Article 19, LOGOTRI
	Regular 

4.0

Other 

6.8

	Promoting democratic principles  and combating corruption
	International norms and standards on anti-corruption and human rights implemented through public policies


	1. Regional advocacy carried out and capacity developed for implementation of United Nations Convention against Corruption and human rights treaties; 2. Policymaking institutions strengthened to be capable of better promoting and protecting the rights of socially excluded groups such as women and indigenous peoples and other marginalized groups 
	Indicator: 1. Governments reporting progress on implementation of Convention against Corruption, Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and other human rights treaties to United Nations treaty and other monitoring bodies. 2. Increase public awareness and debate on adopting on international standard; 3. Capacity to use new regional tools for implementation

Baseline: 1. Only 5 countries in the region have ratified Convention against Corruption; 2. No regional human rights body; women, indigenous and disadvantaged peoples remain marginalized; 3. Engagement by Governments/CSOs with international human rights bodies not institutionalized

Target: 1. 10 countries supported in implementation of Convention against Corruption, Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and human rights treaties; 2. Regional tools developed for Convention against Corruption and human rights implementation; 3. 5 regional advocacy campaigns launched
	OHCHR, UNIFEM, UNESCO, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, UNICEF, regional organizations, CSOs, PWC, private sector
	Regular 

4.0

Other 

6.0



	Focus Area 3: Crisis prevention and recovery

	Enhancing conflict and disaster risk management capabilities
	Improved and effective capacity of Governments and CSOs to prevent, manage and respond to conflict and natural disasters
	1. Gender-responsive methods and tools for conflict and natural disaster risk analysis developed and introduced in high risk countries; 2. Capacities enhanced to integrate national and regional conflict risk analysis and risk management in national plans, strategies and budgets; and 3. Surge capacity system and training for rapid response and sustainable recovery established and operational
	Indicator: 1. Risk analysis and gender-responsive assessment tools and methods developed and advocated for policy and planning processes; 2. Additional skills developed at regional and national levels; 3. Regional surge capacity system established and operational; tools developed and used

Baseline: 1. Low utilization rate and capacity to undertake risk analysis; 2. Limited national surge capacity to respond rapidly following conflict and natural disasters and delays in provision of essential life-saving goods and services

Target: 1. Systematization of lessons learned in implementing gender-responsive conflict analysis in 5 countries and at least one regional organization; 2. At least 40 experts available for rapid deployment
	UNIFEM, OCHA, PIFS, GPPAC, IFRC, ADPC, CSOs
	Regular 

3.0

Other

5.5

	Restoring the foundation for development after crisis
	Enhanced capacity to carry out socio-economic activities for early and sustainable post-conflict/disaster recovery
	Standardized project identification, appraisal and formulation system developed and tested
	Indicator: Number of early recovery activities successfully piloted

Baseline: Limited capacity to identify and implement economic and social recovery activities following crisis

Target:  Methodologies for capacity-building on early recovery developed; 3. Early recovery activities formulated and tried out; Lessons from pilot activities documented and disseminated
	ADB, World Bank, ILO, regional organizations, CSOs, private sector
	Regular 

1.0

Other

5.5

	Focus Area 4: Environment and sustainable development

	Mainstreaming environment and energy
	Poor enabled with improved access to ecosystem assets and sustainable and affordable energy services
	1. Pro-poor interventions for ecosystem management and energy security piloted; 2. Policies and institutional arrangements improved for the mainstreaming of poverty-environment-energy nexus through investment in ecosystem services and use of PPP modalities for renewable energy
	Indicator: 1. Number of gender-responsive tools/methodologies used for development frameworks that include pro-poor management of ecosystem services; 2. Number of renewable energy projects implemented applying the PPP modality or regional strategic pooling of resources

Baseline: 1. Limited capacity of decision makers to ensure investment in ecosystems; 2. Lack of attention to access to energy services in national development planning and inadequate institutional capacities

Target:  1. Payment for ecosystem services integrated into policies of 10 countries; 2. New mechanisms promoting PPP modality and strategic pooling in selected countries
	UNEP, ESCAP, FAO, IUCN, Care, WWF, SPREP, ICIMOD, IGES, ADB, academia, CSOs, private sector
	Regular 

4.0

Other

4.0

	Adapting to climate change and catalyzing environmental finance
	Institutional capacities enhanced to manage, adapt and monitor climate change, and leverage carbon financing
	1. Regional advocacy initiatives on climate change mitigation and adaptation developed; 2. Capacities of national institutions developed to access investment and consumer financing to address climate change, including MDG-grade clean development mechanism
	Indicator: Number of countries trained or facilitated in the use of carbon market and other financing instruments to mitigate and adapt to climate change

Baseline: Limited number of countries using environmental finance owing to lack of policies, institutional capacities and tools

Target: 1. 5 countries using carbon market or other financing instruments to mitigate and adapt to climate change; 2. Policies and institutional capacities on environmental finance strengthened in 5 countries
	ESCAP, UNEP, SAARC, ASEAN, GEF, Montreal Protocol, CDM, IGES, SOPAC, academia, CSOs, private sector
	Regular 

1.2

Other

1.8



Acronyms and abbreviations
	AAPP
	Asian Association of Political Parties

	ADB
	Asian Development Bank

	ADPC
	Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre

	AFTA
	ASEAN Free Trade Area

	APF
	Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions

	ASEAN
	Association of Southeast Asian Nations

	BIMSTEC
	Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation

	CARE
	Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere

	CDI
	Centre for Democratic Institutions (Australian National University)

	CPA
	Commonwealth Parliamentary Association

	CSO
	Civil society organization

	DTIS
	Diagnostic Trade Integration Studies

	ESCAP
	Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

	FAO
	Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

	GEF
	Global Environment Facility

	GPPAC
	Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict

	ICIMOD
	International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development

	ICT
	Information and communications technology

	IDEA
	International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance

	IF
	Integrated Framework for Trade-Related Technical Assistance to Least Developed Countries

	IFRC
	International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

	IGES
	Institute for Global Environmental Strategies

	ILO
	International Labour Organization

	IMF
	International Monetary Fund

	IOM
	International Organization for Migration

	IPU
	Inter-Parliamentary Union

	IUCN
	World Conservation Union

	LDCs
	Least developed countries 

	LLDCs
	Landlocked developing countries 

	LOGOTRI
	Network of Local Government Training and Research Institutes in Asia and the Pacific

	M&E
	Monitoring and evaluation 

	MDGs
	Millennium Development Goals

	MRC
	Mekong River Commission 

	NGOs
	Non-governmental organizations

	OCHA
	United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

	PICTA
	Pacific Island Countries Trade Agreement

	PIF
	Pacific Islands Forum

	PIFS
	Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat

	PINA
	Pacific Islands News Association

	PPP
	Public-private partnership

	RCF I
	First Regional Cooperation Framework

	RCF II
	Second Regional Cooperation Framework

	RHDR
	Regional Human Development Report

	RPD
	Regional programme document

	SAARC
	South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation

	SAFMA
	South Asia Free Media Association

	SAFTA
	South Asian Free Trade Area

	SIDS
	Small island developing States

	SOPAC
	Pacific Islands Applied Geoscience Commission

	SPC
	Secretariat of the Pacific Community

	SPREP
	Pacific Regional Environment Programme

	UNAIDS
	Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

	UNCDF
	United Nations Capital Development Fund

	UNCTAD
	United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

	UNCRD
	United Nations Centre for Regional Development

	UNCT
	United Nations country team

	UNDP
	United Nations Development Programme

	UNEP
	United Nations Environment Programme

	UNESCO
	United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

	UNICEF
	United Nations Children’s Fund

	UNIFEM
	United Nations Development Fund for Women

	OHCHR
	United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

	UNODC
	United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

	WTO
	World Trade Organization
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