	[image: image1.png]



	[image: image2.png]





UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board

Annual session 2008

Geneva, 16 to 27 June 2008

DAILY BRIEF

Friday, 27 June 2008 – UNDP segment
Item 17. United Nations Development Fund for Women
1. At the invitation of the President, the Associate Administrator, UNDP, introduced the presentation by senior managers of the United Nations Development Fund for Women on the cost recovery policy (following up on decision 2008/3) and the annual report of the Executive Director.

2. Delegations welcomed the new Executive Director and paid tribute to her predecessor and the deputy who served as Executive Director ad interim for an extended periods. They expressed strong support for the mandate of the organization and for its achievements described in the annual report. They encouraged the organization to use its leadership role in promoting gender equality and women’s empowerment, and to seize every available opportunity to diffuse a gender perspective throughout all aspects of the United Nations development system. In this regard, they encouraged the organization to use its comparative advantages as an effective partner for development.

3.  Delegations applauded the increased funding to the organization. They cited this as evidence of growing worldwide recognition of the importance of women’s empowerment and gender equality to the overall human development agenda. One delegation described a new campaign launched by its Government to promote a global alliance of outreach to women in the poorest countries. 

4. Delegations praised the cost recovery policy in its attempts to harmonize with the practices of associated funds and programmes. They recognized it as an example of good corporate citizenship in line with the recommendations of the triennial comprehensive policy review. They recommended regular monitoring and follow-up on the policy. Many urged the organization to exercise restraint in granting waivers of the uniform recovery rate under the policy, recommending that such waivers be granted only in exceptional cases, of which the Board should be informed. 

5. Delegations noted improvements to oversight, and encouraged the organization to continue to improve accountability and risk management, particularly as it moved ahead to implement its strategic plan. They requested additional information on the development of the risk assessment model. 
Item 12. Human development report 
6. The President invited senior management representatives of the Human Development Report Office, UNDP, to present an update on human development report consultations in line with General Assembly resolution 57/264. 

7. Many delegations commended management for the open, transparent and participatory manner in which the consultations had been conducted. Some observed that the quality of human development reports had improved steadily over the years as a result. Some delegations encouraged management to strengthen consultations even further, and to make greater use of statistics derived by national partners. In this regard, one delegation queried the use of the purchasing power parity index to calculate figures for the human development index featured in the report. 

Item 20. Other matters
8. The Board adopted all decisions for the current session.

Item 1. Organizational matters

9. The Board adopted the tentative work plan for the second regular session 2008 for the UNDP segment.
10. Following adoption of the decisions and discussion on the tentative work plan, many delegations took the floor to reiterate their call for UNDP to re-engage with the People’s Democratic Republic of Korea in light of the briefings held during the current session. The Executive Board agreed to include an informal consultation on the People’s Democratic Republic of Korea at the second regular session.

11. In his closing remarks, the President reiterated the need to ensure that representatives of governments be present at discussions of their respective country programme documents. Thanking all participants, the President then declared the second regular session 2008 closed.
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