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DAILY BRIEF

Tuesday, 21 June 2005 – UNFPA segment
Statement of the Executive Director

and Annual Report of the Executive Director for 2004
The UNFPA Segment began with an Opening Statement by the Executive Director. In her statement the Executive Director focused on the following five key issues:  The countdown to 2015; Responding to a changing world; Achieving MYFF strategic results; Making UNFPA a more effective development agency and partner; and Mobilizing resources. 
The Executive Director stressed that there was widespread agreement that the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) could not be achieved without increased attention to population and reproductive health and rights.  Noting the new consensus on development cooperation and aid effectiveness expressed in the Paris Declaration, she affirmed UNFPA’s commitment to do things better and more simply to make assistance work in support of national development goals and national capacity-building.  She assured Board members that UNFPA would continue to be in the forefront of United Nations reform and an active partner in the United Nations Development Group.
She underscored that UNFPA was a pioneer within the UN system in sector-wide approaches (SWAps). Progress was also being made in poverty reduction strategies: 60 per cent of poverty reduction strategies adopted after 2003 include key reproductive health issues and 75 per cent include gender issues.
The Executive Director noted that the review of the first year of the implementation of the multi-year funding framework (MYFF), 2004-2007, provided an overall positive assessment of the contributions made by UNFPA to achieve results in the areas of reproductive health, population dynamics, gender equality and women’s empowerment. 
She emphasized that UNFPA placed a high premium on accountability, organizational effectiveness, and monitoring and evaluation. She stressed that UNFPA was committed to enhancing accountability and internal audit and oversight.
The Executive Director was very pleased to report that UNFPA had achieved its goal to broaden its donor base and in 2004 an all-time high of 166 donors had been reached. Also the number of multi-year pledges had increased from 20 to 49. She reported that in 2004 UNFPA attained the highest income level since its establishment since 1969. She stated that UNFPA highly appreciated the increased contributions and unwavering support it had received. 
The Executive Director’s statement was warmly received by the Executive Board Members who described it as being “inspired and inspiring”, “excellent” and “eloquent”.  Numerous delegations took the floor to congratulate the Executive Director on her leadership and the progress achieved during the first year of implementing the MYFF, 2004-2007.  Delegations also congratulated the Executive Director on the extension of her appointment to 2008. 

Delegations praised the well-structured MYFF report and encouraged UNFPA to make future reports more analytical and concise.   
Key issues that delegations focused on in their interventions included the following: 

· Achieving the goals of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) is essential for achieving the MDGs;
·  UNFPA is to be commended for its leadership in promoting the ICPD Programme of Action, and more specifically for the work in the areas of sexual and reproductive health; gender equality and women’s empowerment; and reproductive health commodities and services; 
· Referring to the 2005 World Summit to be held in September, numerous delegations expressed support for the inclusion of an additional target under the maternal health goal (MDG 5), i.e., the target of universal access to reproductive health services through the primary health care system by 2015; 
· Delegations commended UNFPA for attaining (in 2004) the highest-ever level of contributions to its regular resources and for having attained a record number of donors in 2004, namely, 166; 
·  Delegations commended UNFPA’s increasing engagement in policy work, including participation in PRSPs, SWAps and other national planning instruments, with a particular focus on the inclusion of reproductive health and gender issues; 
· Delegations expressed concern that PRSPs paid relatively little attention to the sexual and reproductive health of adolescents.  They urged UNFPA to address this issue with particular urgency; 
· Delegations were pleased to note UNFPA’s active involvement in and championing of UN reform, as well as the Fund’s commitment to implementing the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness; 
· Delegations underscored the importance of national capacity-building and were pleased to note the Fund’s commitment to support the TCPR principles of national leadership and ownership of development programmes; 
· Delegations were pleased to note UNFPA’s work in the area of HIV/AIDS prevention and called on the Fund to scale up its work in this area with a focus on the “3 Ones”; 
· One delegation urged UNFPA to develop a clear strategy on reproductive health commodity security and to take it forward.  The delegation stated that UNFPA had a clear role in reducing maternal mortality and should provide more visible leadership in addressing the consequences of unsafe abortions; 
· Delegations commended the work of UNFPA in the area of South-South cooperation and in addressing gender-based violence; obstetric fistula; and the needs of youth and adolescents; 
· One delegation cautioned that in addressing the issue of early marriage, UNFPA should recognize and be aware of the cultural sensitivities involved; 
· A number of delegations noted that the MYFF report had underscored that data for most quantitative goal and outcome indicators continued to be a challenge.  They pointed out that lack of up-to-date and comparable data undermined the MYFF as a planning and monitoring tool.  They also noted that country-level data should be included in future reports.  They hoped that UNFPA would be able to rectify the situation concerning data so that adequate quantitative data could be provided in the cumulative MYFF report in 2007. 

Funding Commitments to UNFPA 

In introducing the report on funding commitments, the Executive Director stressed that it was very gratifying to see that UNFPA’s donor base had widened to include 166 donors in 2004 with 49 pledges in the multi-year format.  She thanked all donors that had contributed to UNFPA in 2004 and enabled the Fund to reach its highest-ever level of resources.  In particular, she thanked the countries that had increased their contributions.  She hoped that with the support of Member States UNFPA would be able to reach its new goal of $400 million in regular resources. 

The Officer-in-Charge, Resource Mobilization Branch, provided an update of UNFPA’s income forecast as of 1 June 2005: approximately $356.9 million for core resources and approximately $100 million for co-financing arrangements.  He noted that the Netherlands remained UNFPA’s number one donor, followed by Sweden and Norway.  He thanked all the donors that had made full or partial payments as well as those that had made multi-year commitments.  He observed that Japan and Italy had indicated decreases in their contributions in 2005.  He stressed the importance of having a predictable and assured resource base.  He thanked the Executive Board for its guidance, support and encouragement. 

Delegations congratulated UNFPA for the successful resource mobilization achieved in 2004 and noted that this was a sign of donor confidence and trust in the work of UNFPA.  Delegations called on the international community to allocate more ODA to population and reproductive health.  One delegation offered suggestions on ways to make the funding commitments report more interesting, for example, by including information on how resources were used to support activities in specific thematic areas such as youth and adolescents; and emergency and humanitarian response.  The delegation was pleased to note that information about the fistula campaign had been included. With reference to annex 3 of the report, one delegation provided updated information with respect to its country. 
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