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INTRODUCTION

i. The third countz-£ orogramm~ (1982-1986) of the C~)vernm~nt of Ba~hrain coincides
with ~he five-year oeriod of the third orogramming cycle of b<~DP. The two
.~rec.~din~ country ~,ro~rammes, s~anning activities and assistanc~ ove.r the ten-year
oeriod lO72 to 1981, reflected a growi[:g confidence it, the., ~oals of UT~DP through
increased voluntary contributions and increased involvement in UNDP-assisted
projects through Government cost-sharing.

2. h~nile the indicative olazning 9i~ure ’IPF: for each five-year period has re-
o~mained at U~ ~2.5 million, the Gov,~rr, men~; contributed US~I.I million to the, first

cou~:~ry progra~mae ,~1972-1976) and au estimated US@4.7 millior, to the second (1977-
1981". It is 8~ticipated tha~ the Governm~’,:~ cost-sharing contribution to the
third cour~try Droaram~ne will be about two-thirds of ULrDp project costs.

Note: In accordance with decision 81/15, adopted by the Governing Co~:cil on
27 Jun~ 1981 (E/1981/61/Rev.1, Annex ~, t he, t hird c ountry o rogramme f or B ahrain
is being submitted to th~ Co~:cil without an accompanyin~ note by the &dministrator.

The orevious country Drogrammes for Bahrain ar.d the accompanying no~es by the
o C ~Administrator were issued ur.d~,r th~ document symbols D~/GC/BAF,/R.1-D./G,/BAL/R.~_

~-d DP/GC/BAH/R. 1/RECOb2~NDATION-DP/GC/BAH/R. 2"/n~uu.~,~,,,~:’%£TI0"~., respectively.
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3. ~e orogralmming exercisE- for the third counLry programme was carried out in
close co-operation with all concerned departments and a~enci~s of ths Government and

the c~gice of" the resident renres~,ntative in Bahrain. The draft cou~itry Drogran~me

was s~mitted to all United Nations a~ellcies for their commsnts nrior to

finalization. ~e colmtry Drogramm~ is reviewed alulually, alonF with other

projects assist~d by the United 7@ations system, Lo ~rovid~ for continuous programming

~Id flexibility to adant to changing conditions and Drioriti~,s of the Governme~:t.

4. In line with the Government programme of diversification of the econon~v 8~Id

the develo~m~i:t of the s~rvices sector for finance, insurance, tourism arid related
businesses, the dems~id for mannower ei’~gag~d in the, so services, has increased five-

fold. It is estimated that a number of projects with s, total value o9 ~:early
US@3 billion will be launched in the very near euture. The-so includ9 the causeway

to ~oaudl Arabia, which will cost about US@750 million, which %’ili be ~aid ~ntirely

by Saudi Arabia, and will brin~ imnortant s~in-off activiti~’,s to Bahrai~i~ the

Gulf Petrochemical Company, costin~ about US~400 million, for the production of

ammonia and methar.ol, in which Saudi Arabia and ~[uwmit are partners with Bahrain.
The Arab Iron s~d Steel Company will also build a US:’~300 million ~l~ar.t in Bahrain

for mahin= iron ~ellets. Privat~ interests i~i f~u~’ait, Irao ~%d Jordm ~. are
,~ar~n~rs with th-:~ Government of Ba.~main in this venture, Th,~ Gulf AluminituT,

Rollin~ [Jill, su.~orted by Saudi Arabia, Ku~.~ait, Iraq, Oatar, Oman a~’.d Bahrain,

will irw~sz ai0out US~!O0 millio~: in the n~x~ few months. A n~,w h00-!~,:ilo~,Tatt ~.ower

station: has also bo:.?~i r)lani:~d for 1982.

[i. fbreover, t,,~o ~<~.jor co~’~struction z:ro~octs will soon be imul~eilted: a ilew

to~,ul +’or 7’2,900 i~:habit~’ts on ~he west coasL, which will be built ~ntir~ly by the

Goverr~<~e~:tl and the Arab O~lf [h:iversity, which will r.,quir~- accontmodation for

14,o00 ,oeo~l~.

,~. "’h~sa n~-w ~,rojects will increase ¢-~conomic activity, but they will "also

increas~ d~’ms~id for foreign labour siz:ce the a~.b~.’r of train~,d Bahrainis is llot

sufficie~-~ to meet th~ need. ~.~refore, th~ Gover~im~nt has embarked on a~, ambitious
~]s~- to train !0,000 Bs/iraiuis within ths next ~e~’. years to m,,et the increased

demand for services az-d ~o achieve its ~oal for self-reliailce. Foreign labour

reoresellts about 33 her cent of the DoDulation of P, ahrai.i, a~’,d about 60 ~er cent of

the ’,u’,skilled labour force.

7. The third country programme ~,.zill continu~, the trend of wrevious Drogrammes by
emohasizii’~ ~he trainin~ of ilationals at all levels. Several trai~:ing institutions

have been established with tech~’~ica! indues provided by D[;DP-assisted projects.

Other smaller Drojects have concentrated on in-service training arid training abroad.

Other ob.~ectives of the third country ~rogramme are Lhe d~velooment of social services,

~he ilitegratioi~ of women in develo~)ment 8~id food production.

U]DP TECHNICAL CO-OPERATIOI~ ~VISAGED IN SUPPORT OF

[~ATIONAL DEVELOP’~NT PRIORITIES

8. At the nresent time, there is ~’~o central planning body in Bahrain. Development

projects, considered individually on their own merits, ar~ included in the biennial

state budget, which usually contains three-year projections of development ventures.

.
~le Government has requested ~DP, during the third country programme, to
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continue assistance in promoting educational and technical training capabi!iti~s
in order to provide skilled manpower and to free the econom7 from hea~z
depend enc~ on imported labour. The thrust of UNDP assistance, therefore, will be
i~, three directions:

(a~ To speed u~ the developm~’r.t of middle- and high~r-leve! academic
~ud tec.hnical education;

(b) To g~erally improve th~ quality of life through the development

of social services; and

(c) To strengthen the services sector through transfer of appropriate
tecb~ology.~

i0. Below is a summary of ongoing ~;d proposed projects for UNDP ass,star.co
during the next five years. This summary represents a list of projects ~!aun¢’d so
far in the country programme.

A. General development issues, policy and ol~:nin~

ii. To strengthen the s-,rvices sector, the, GoverrJnent has requested Ui;DP assist~ce,
starting in 1984, for an industrial and establishments census to collect
statistical data related to all activities in the industrial and business sector.
~inancial inputs covering 12 man-months of exp~rt services are estimated at
US~I20,000.

B. Agriculture and fisheries

12. ~h.e thr~e-year project, ~%imal Production and Health (BAH/78/003), which
commenced activities in April 1979, has been re,based through July 1953. The
objectives of the project are to support food production Drogram~cs in livestock
m:d to set uD a diagnostic laboratory. ~s training of national technicians is one
of the main objectives of the project. UHDP inouts during the third cycle,
covering personnel, training and equipment, ar~ estimated at US~239,800, including
cost-sharing.

13. The single most important confining factor in agriculture is the: availability
of water. Only about i0 oer cent of the total area of Bahrain: is u~;der culti-
vatioz, and this is limited by the scarcity of ~u~dargrour.d water supply, as rairfall
is insignificant. ~,IDP assistance" is r,-quested for irrigation control to d~v~lolo
a strategy for the proper use of the diminishing volume of water and to train techni-
cians. A feasibility study to be carried out by the regional proj~-ct for laud and
water use of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)/N~.ar
East Co-operative Programme (NECP) has been requested prior to formulation of the
project. A provisioa of US$500,000 has bee~ allocated for a three-year oroject.

14. The project, Mar,culture Develooment (B~I/82/002), has been requested to
increase fish consumption and reduce the incrgased amount of imported meat.
Activities will entail studies on topography, soils, tides and salinity as well as
management techniques ~d cultivation of stock. Estimated costs over a four-year
period, including a feasibility phase of 12 man-months amount to US8770,000.



<I~. Both of the above-mentioned project proposals are geared to improve and in-
crease the yield of food production. At th~ sam~ ~im~, they will generate imoroved
economic conditions for the low~st income group, the small farmers m%d fishermen.

C. Industry

16. In line with Government concern to develop science and technology, the
newly established Gulf Aluminium Rolling Mill Company urgently requires the
e~ertise of at. adviser in aluminium rolling mills to provide technical advice ~d
guidance on the transfer of technology. Estimated total cost for 12 man-months of
expert services, commencing early 1982, amom~ts to U8595,000.

D. Transport 8a:d communications

17. Improvement of the physical flow of traffic and restructuring of the
administrative sector are the main objectives of the project Assistance to the
Directorate of Traffic and Licensin5 (BAH/79/001). Project activities began in
Sentember 1979. UNDP inputs in 1982, when the oroJect ends, amo~It to US~h2,500
covering persormel, training and equipment.

E. Human Settlements

18. Due to ~xhaustion of the IPF for the second cycle early in 1980, the project
~Tsical Plannin5 (BAH/80/002), was approved with financing from C~vernment cost-
sharing, and third party cost-sharing from the United Nations Conference on Human

,,UI~PA)Settlements (~ICl{S) and th~ UnitedNations Fund for Population Activities ( " ~ .
The development objective of the project is to strengthen the capacity of the
~nistry of Housing in the field of comprehensive physical planning and the ore-
paration of regional, urban and rural spatial development plans. Approved
financial inputs in the third cycleamouut to US$396,900, covering persor~el and
in-service training, as well as an individual fellowship abroad. Project
activities will end in 1983.

19. The increase in building and physical planning programmes has resulted in
greater dem~ids on departments outside the Physical Planning Directorate. The
project, Human Settlement Development (BAH/S1/O02), will provide experts in urb~i
renewal, landscaping, analysis and management of public housing and training
abroad. The one-year project at ~ estimated cost of US$377,600 is scheduled to
start activities in March 1982.

F. Health

20. Health services in Bahrain have greatly improved over the past few years with
a new, modern c~ntral hospital, more clinics and locally trained personnel. The
College of Health Sciences requires UNDP assistance under the project (BAH/82/003)
to provide a dental hygienist for 2h man-months to teach in the college and train
counterparts.

21. Extreme climatic conditions and improper storage and transDort handling
result in the rapid deterioration of imported foodstuffs. The Government has re-
quested UNDP assistance under the project Training of Technicians in Food Analysis
and Control (BAH/82/00h) for 12 man-months.

¯
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22. %he above two project proposals are priority areas requiring early implemen-
tation. Estimated financial inDuts covering personnel and training amount to
LISShl0,000 for both projects.

G. Education

23. A major Governme~ achievement during the second country orogramme was the
establishment of the University College of Arts, Sciencs and Education. UNDP
assistance to the project covered 290 man-months of expert services ~d training of
Bahrainis abroad. A Phase II project, Assistance to University College (BAH/S1/001)
covering a three-year period, started in September 1981 at an estimated cost of
US$1,719,600 in the third cycle. UT,~P is providing mainly personnel inputs.

2h. Proper planning of manpower resources is essential for the realization of the
Government’s periority to train 10,000 Bahrainis in the next te:n years. Assistance
has beea requested in drafting proposals for projects in vocational guidance and
the training of personnel for school libraries. The proposed projects should
develop strategies geared towards school leavers and train personnel. Estimated
financial inputs for one year of expert services for each proposal amount to a
total of US$186,000.

H. EmploTment

25. The first two country programmes gave high priority to vocational training
projects which have contributed to the development of medium- and low-level skilled
Bahraini m~Ipower. The ongoing project, National Vocational Training Development
Unit (BAH/7h/011), is scheduled to be phased out by 1983, with fin~Icial inputs
estimated at Uo.,2~,800 in the third cycle.

I. Social conditions and equit7

26. During the third country programme, in line with its second priority, the
Government attaches great importance todeveloping social services, and particularly
to assisting the more deprived groups of the population. Five of the 16 currently
approved projects fall within this objective ~Id under the competence of the
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs.

27. Extension of the ongoing project, Intesration of Women in Communit 7 Development
(BAH/78/O02) which started in June 1979, has been requested for one year through
February 1983 in order to achieve all project objectives. Estimated [E~DP inputs
in the third cycle amom~t to US$163,I00 for personnel and training.

28. Activities under the U~DP-assisted project, Rehabilitation andlntesration of
the Disabled (BAH/78/00h), started in 1979, with the mainObJective of establishing
a Centre for the Handicapped. A Phase II project, Assistance to th~ Rehabilitation
Centre (BAH/82/O01), will strengthen the Centre and train nationals to take over
upon completion of the project, scheduled for August 198~. Estimated cost for
personnel and training amounts to US~788,000.

oo.
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J. Culture

29. In order to oreserve its cultural haritage ~d create tourist attractions, the
Government established a Directorate of Antiquities res.~onsible for ,xcavations,
preservation of sites ~’~d monuments, s~:d th~ rtumin~ of the national museum. ~DP
assist~mr.ce is sought to strengthen the Directorat~ of ~.tiquiti~s through nrovision
of ~ersonnel, trainin~ abroad s~Id e~ui~m>nt. Estimated financial innuts for the
nroposed project amolmt to US~512,000.

30. Bilat~.;ral assists~me has been nrovided to the, C~vernm~ut of Bahrain mainly in
the form of finar.ci,:g physical facilities (school building, reads, etc. ), fellow-
ships abroad for higher education m-.d advis~-rs to sectoral ministrie.s as u’ell as
teachers. Several Arab co~mtri~s provide bilateral aid; bo~.rev~r, Saudi Arabia
s~d Kuwait ar~ th? most prominent, especially in financin~ physical infrastructure
oroj ects.

31. United Nations assists~ce from sources other th~ th~ IP ~ has been apwrow~d
from FAO, NECP, ths United [~ations Educational, Sci.-ntific and Cultural 0rganiza-
tion (bq[ESCO), the Voluntary Fund for th~ U~it~,d :~ations Docad.~ for i,.~om~n, as w,~ll
as UNFPA orogra~mes. Or.going or approved proJ~,cts include:

(a) Exnerimentation s~d Demonstration on Protected Vegetabl~ Production
(TF/BAH/501 (kqJEr ) ) ;

(b) Specialist in S~condary Education Dmvelopm~t (BP/BAH/ED/O01);

(c! Strengthening Population Com%onents in Social Development (BAH/79/P01);

(d ~ Training in Pooulation Statistics, V~tbods s~d Policies (BAH/79/P02);

(e ~ Development of Family Plar.ning Services and Traininz of Health
Personnel (B~H/?9/POh);

(f) Assistance to Demographic Aspects of Physical Pl~ming (included 
BAH/80/002)(BAH/80/PO1); 

(g) Preparation of Prototype Educational Materials for ~bmen’s Extension
Programmes (BAH/VF~/II).

Financial inputs during the third cycle for approved technical assistance from
sources other that. th~ IPF are estimated at US$Th3,000.

32. Project proposals submitted by the Cmvernm~t for financing from~FPA include
a pilot project for poDulation education, which would increas~ awareness of popu-
lation Dhenomena, encourage the development of resoonsibl~ attitudes sr.d bchaviour,
and introduce, on an eroerim~ental basis, population education into the curricula
of primary, intermediate and secondary schools. Other U}~PA project proposals ar~
for assistance to the Population Statistics Training C~tre, planned to be~iz
activities within the next two years, and training in data processing.

eeD



DPICPIBAII/3
E~:glish
Page 7

33. ~"~ne Government of Bsd~rain giw, s stro~,~ support to regio~lal ar, d int~’rregio~al
projects assisted by bq~DP s~:d the United Nations sytem which aim at th,- strengthen-
ing of economic 8~d t~ehnica! co-operation: with its nei~hbo~u~s. Active partici-
pation will continue i~ [~TDP-assisted regio~al ~roJocts, particularly: Civil
Aviation Training College (Gulf Stat~,s) ’.RAB/7h/OOI’, which will co~;tinu, ~-. in the
third iPF cycle under (RAU/,ql/Olh~; ~nd the pro.]~:ets Pesearch on Shrimp Resources
of Che Cl~!fs (RAB/30/OIS) a~:d Development ef ~!sh~,ries in the’. Gules ,’RAP/81/O01),
which will be merged under a new project, Fish,-ri,,s Develogm~nt Proj~,ct for the
Gulfs (RAB/82/). Support will also continue to be provided to FAO agricultural
~rojeets. The ~eam l~ader .for the radio .~ro~agation study ~:d oro~osal for a
frequ,~ncy pls~: executed by the Int~rns.tional T~l,~co~mtulicatio~ Union (ITU~ is based
in Bs_hrain.
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A° R~souro~s

[a) IPF and oth,~r resources

(i Illustrative IPF for ~rograr~o ~eriod
[ii Carry-over from nrevious IP~ cycles
iii Other resources: C~ven~mont cost-sharing m:d

third-party cost-strafing

Provision for adequate programming

TOTAL

Be Use of resources

( a ] Pro gramr~ed

(i) Chlgoing projects
(ii) New orojects and new phases included in the

c o~.t ~y programme
(iii) Earmarked for specific objrctives s~d activities

for which projects are to b~ worked out
(continuous programming at a later stag~~

Subtotal

(b) Reserve

’ 0(c/ norogram~ued balm’.ce a/

Co

O2

Vin~cial distribution o9 ~rogrammc~, by sector

Sector b/

2 5OO 000

5 000 000

7 50O 000

2 962 3OO

3 381 000

@ 31~3 30n

656 7o0

5OO 00o

7 500 o0~

General development issues, ~olicy ~zd
olm~ning - 120 000 iT0 000

Oh Agriculture and fisheries 239 %00 1 270 000 1 509 %00
05 Industry - 95 090 95 000
06 Transport ar, d communications 42 500 - he 500

09 IIuman settlements 774 500 - 77h 500

i0 Health - hl0 000 4!n o0o

ii Education 1 719 600 185 0o0 1 905 600
12 Emoloyment 22 ~00 - 22 800

lh Social conditions and equity 163 I00 788 000 915 i00

15 Culture - 512 000 512 0O0

TOTAL ? 962 300 3 391 000 6 343 300

a/ Representing 20 per cenL of the illustrative IP ,~ which has not be~,n tak~-~:
into account for programming in accordm:ce wiLh t]]~, Administrator’s instructions
contained in UNDP/PROG/FIELD/III; UUDP/PROG/IIOTRS/126.

b/ Accordin~ to ACC classification.


