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I. INTRODUCTION

i. Pursuant to the provisions of Governing Council decisions 89/16 of
24 February 1989 and 89/65 of 30 June 1989, this report embodies the steps taken or

planned by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in response 

resolutions and decisions adopted by the General Assembly at its forty-fourth
session in the economic, social and related fields.

II. RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS FORTY-FOURTH

SESSION TO BE DISCUSSED UNDER SEPARATE AGENDA ITEMS OF THE

GOVERNING COUNCIL

2. As already reflected under the provisional agenda, the Governing Council will

discuss, under separate items of its agenda, the following resolutions adopted by

the General Assembly during its forty-fourth session.

A. Resolutions adopted without [eference to a Main Committee

44/14. Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action Qn Science and Technology

fQr Development

Under item 8 (c) of the provisional agenda, the Governing Council will have
before it the report of the Administrator on the United Nations Fund for Science

and Technology for Development (DP/1990/59).

The United Nations Fund for Science and Technology for Development (UNFSTD)

and the United Nations Centre for Science and Technology for Development have

started a major programme "Policy Dialogues for Strengthening Endogenous Capacities

in Science and Technology" based on a trust fund agreement with the Federal

Republic of Germany of $1.7 million. This programme is in line with part B
(entitled Endogenous capaclty-building in science and technology) of resolution
44/4 and, specifically, with paragraph 6 (a) of part D (entitled Financing 

science and technology for development). The countries to benefit from this

exercise are Viet Nam, Pakistan, Jamaica, Cape Verde, Niger and Uganda. Moreover,

UNFSTD provides assistance in new and emerging areas of science and technology and

continues to be the in-house focal point for UNDP in this respect. The Fund and

the Centre have established a close daily operational relationship, covering

programmatic and substantive issues, as well as the joint development of projects

within the priorities set by the General Assembly.

B. Re~919tions adopted on the reports of the Second Committee

44/171. Integr~iQn of women in development

In response to this resolution, UNDP, together with other operational bodies

and agencies prepared draft terms of reference for an independent review to be
undertaken in 1990. The draft terms of reference were adopted by the Fourteenth
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Inter-agency Meeting on Women, Vienna, 12-13 March 1990, for transmittal to the

Director-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation.

Under item 4 (b) (viii) of the provisional agenda, the Governing Council 

have before it a report of the Administrator on women in development (DP/1990/26),

in which its attention is drawn to paragraph 9 of resolution 44/171, which calls
upon the United Nations operational system to ensure that it collects and reports

gender disaggregated data covering national and international project personnel,

including consultants, as well as beneficiaries of its programmes. UNDP will draw

this request to the attention of field offices and regional bureaux.

44/172 B. Implementation in the Sudano-Sahelian region of the Plan of Action to

Combat D~sertification

Under item 8 (e) (i) and (ii) of the provisional agenda, the Governing Council

will have before it the report of the Administrator on the United Nations

Sudano-Sahelian Office (UNSO) that would deal in some detail with the Plan 
Action to Combat Desertification and the Recovery and Rehabilitation Programme in

the Sudano-Sahelian Region.

44/182. Special Plan of Economic Co-operation for Central America

Under item 4 (e) (iv) of the provisional agenda, the Governing Council 

discuss the assistance provided by UNDP towards the implementation of the Special
Plan of Economic Co-operation for Central America. The Council will have before it

the report of the Administrator on the Special Plan of Economic Co-operation for

Central America (DP/1990/85).

It should be noted, however, that UNDP continues to maintain exceptionally

close working relationships with both the Latin American Economic System (SELA),
which is the Government’s regional organization for the promotion of all economic

activities of joint interest, and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the

Caribbean (ECLAC), which is the principal United Nations organization for the
promotion of socio-economic development activities in the region.

UNDP has co-operated with SELA since its inception in 1973. A total of

$4 million has been allocated from the regional indicative planning figure (IPF)

for this purpose. Five technical co-operation projects have been implemented,

ranging from direct institutional support and the strengthening of the SELA

secretariat to assistance in policy concertatlon, formulation of external economic

relations strategies and promotion of regional integration and co-operation. UNDP
is prepared to continue with this fruitful collaboration beyond the parameters of

the ongoing assistance. To this effect, discussions will be held with Governments

and SELA officials within the framework of the fifth cycle programming exercise.

44/211. Comprehensive triennial policy review of operational activities for

development of the United Nations system

Under item I0 (c) of the provisional agenda, the Governing Council will

consider the implementation of General Assembly resolution 44/211 entitled

Comprehensive triennial policy review of operational activities for development of

/oo,
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the United Nations system. In his annual report for 1989 (DP/1990/17), the

Administrator has discussed the role of UNDP in the 1990s, based on the conclusion

of the triennial policy review and the Council will have before it various relevant

reports covering agenda items 4 (b) (i), (iii) and (x), items 4 (c), 4 (d), 
8 (g) and I0 (d), which deal with various elements of resolution 44/211 

cumulatively constitute comprehensive information on the steps taken or planned by

UNDP as follow-up action on the implementation of this resolution.

44/220. Second United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries

The Second United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries will be

discussed by the Governing Council as a separate item under item I0 (d) of the

provisional agenda.

During the special session of the Governing Council in February 1990, the

Administrator submitted two reports (DP/1990/6 and Add.l) under agenda items 2 (a)

and 2 (b) of the special session, detailing UNDP contributions to the preparatory

process of the Second United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries,

the last one being an update on the special session last February. For the Meeting
of Governmental Experts of Donor Countries and Multilateral and Bilateral Financial

and Technical Assistance Institutions with Representatives of the Least Developed

Countries, held in Geneva on 22 May 1989, UNDP has also prepared a major paper
reviewing its technical co-operation with the LDCs within the context of the

implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action (SNPA) in the 1980s 
which UNDP presented concrete proposals for its technical co-operatlon with the

LDCs in the 1990s. This paper was a background document at the Meeting of

Governmental Experts of LDCs with the Representatives of the Donor Governments in

Geneva in May 1989.

It should also be noted that UNDP has provided a total of $1.3 million from

the Special Measures Fund for the Least Developed Countries (SMF/LDC) which 

intended to cover a substantial part of the costs of the preparations for the
Conference and the Conference itself as well as to ensure the participation of the

LDC representatives in these activities. Moreover, in response to decision 90/2 of
the Governing Council, UNDP will provide additional funds to cover some of the gap

that exists in financing the cost of participation of representatives from LDCs in
the Conference. The exact amount and funding modality will be decided by UNDP

management once UNCTAD identifies the financing gap.

44/222. Economic and technical co-operatlon among developinu countries

Under item 8 (g) of the provisional agenda, the Council will discuss technical

co-operation among developing countries (TCDC).

UNDP has noted the endorsement by the General Assembly of the decisions

adopted by the High-level Committee on the Review of Technical Co-operation among

Developing Countries at its sixth session. It is proceeding with the

implementation of all those decisions that are applicable to UNDP, commencing with
the evaluation of the 11 TCDC programming exercises conducted by Governments of

developing countries with the support of the Special Unit for TCDC since 1986.

/.40
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There is special focus on the planning and follow-up methodology in order to

increase and improve the efficacy of future exercises in the context of

strengthening TCDC (decision 6/5), and on the convening of a meeting 

governmental experts to examine the rules, regulations and procedures of
organizations of the United Nations development system concerning TCDC (decision

6/3). The progress of these endeavours will be reflected in the

Secretary-General’s report to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session.

44/223. Tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for

Promoting and Implementing Technical Co-operation among Developing
Countries

UNDP will attempt to reinforce its efforts to encourage the Governments of

developing countries to deploy TCDC modalities whenever feasible in the

implementation of projects being financed from the country, regional, interregional

and global IPFs. To facilitate the process, the Special Unit for TCDC will, among
other things, accelerate its training activities aimed at enhancing the capacities

and skills of government officials, especially national TCDC focal points, project
designers and planners, and of the staffs of the organizations of the United

Nations development system in using TCDC modalities in the formulation and

implementation of projects.

44/227. Implementation of General Assembly resolutions 42/186 and 42/187

44/228. United N~iQn~ Conference Qn Environment and Development

Environmental issues will be dealt with separately under item 4 (b) (ix) 

the provisional agenda and activities in the environmental field supported by UNDP
will be incorporated in the annual report of the Administrator for 1989

(DP/1990/17).

44/233. Preven~Qn and control of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)

Under item 4 (b) (xiv) of the provisional agenda, the Governing Council 
discuss the role of UNDP in combating the human immunodeficiency virus infection

(HIV) and AIDS. During the special session of the Governing Council 

February 1990, the Council had before it an updated report on the role of UNDP in

combating HIV and AIDS (DP/1990/31).

44/235. Assistance to the Palestinian people

Assistance to the Palestinian people will be discussed by the Governing

Council as a separate item under item 4 (e) (v) of the provisional agenda. 

Council will have before it the report of the Administrator on assistance to the

Palestinian people (DP/1990/84).

UNDP is continually increasing its assistance to the Palestinian people, and

close co-operation with the Palestine Liberation Organization is maintained

constantly. Two of the three projects mentioned in General Assembly resolution

39/223 await approval by the Israeli authorities. The third (Citrus Processing

/’’"



DP/1990/7

English

Page 7

Plant - Gaza) is now ready for UNDP implementation, following approval by Israel

and agreement by Italy to provide financing for the first phase.

C. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the Third Committee

44/74. United Nations DQV@IQpmQnt Fund for Women

Under item 8 (f) of the provisional agenda, the Governing Council will have
before it the report of the Administrator on the United Nations Development Fund

for Women (UNIFEM) (DP/1990/62).

44/78. Improvement of the situation of women in rural areas

Under item 4 (b) (viii) of the provisional agenda, the Governing Council 

have before it a note by the Administrator on women in development (DP/1990/26).

44/136. International Conference on the Plight of Refugees, Returnees and
Displaced Persons in Southern Africa

44/137. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

44/138. International Conferenc~ on Indo-Chinese Refugees

44/139. International Conference on Central American Refugees

44/149. Assistance to refugees and displaced persons in Malawi

44/150. Humanitarian assistance to refugees and displaced persons in Djibouti

44/151. Situation of refugees in the Sudan

44/152. Assistance to refugees in Somalia

44/153. Assistance to voluntary refugees and displaced persons in Chad

44/154. Assistance to refugees and re~urnQes in Ethiopia

44/157. Assistance to student refugees in southern Africa

Under item 4 (b) (xi) of the provisional agenda, the Governing Council 

have before it the report of the Administrator on refugees and displaced persons -

present and future role of UNDP in the field of refugee aid and development

(DP/1990/66).
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III. OTHER RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS OF MAJOR CONCERN TO THE UNITED

NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

3. A number of other resolutions and decisions adopted by the General Assembly at
its forty-fourth session will not be dealt with under specific agenda items during

the thirty-seventh session of the Governing Council, but are considered to be of

major importance to UNDP. A summary of UNDP action in response to these
resolutions is given below.

A. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

44/7. Co-operation between the United Nations and the League of Arab State~

UNDP has a considerable record of fruitful co-operatlon with the League of

Arab States and its specialized agencies. While initially this has primarily

involved institution-building support to the main secretariat of the League itself,

it is today increasingly characterized by the close involvement of the many Arab

technical organizations affiliated with the League in the identification,

implementation, and co-financing with UNDP of intercountry technical co-operation
projects in the Arab region.

Assistance to help strengthen the administrative capabilities of the
secretariat is ongoing under the aegis of a $2.1 million project co-financed by
UNDP and the Arab Gulf Programme for United Nations Development Organizations

(AGFUND). A further $400,000 is being provided for the establishment of an Arab

Regional Information System Network, which will create additional capability at the

Arab League Documentation Centre, previously established with substantial UNDP

technical co-operation.

Growing partnership between UNDP and the technical organizations affiliated
with the League is evident in a diversity of fields, ranging from agricultural

research through civil aviation administration to Arabic computer software

development. A dozen technical projects with UNDP budgets totalling approximately

$8.2 million are now under way or are soon to be launched with the active

participation of such Arab League organizations as the Arab Organization for

~gricultural Development, the Arab Monetary Fund, the Arab Telecommunications
Jnion, the Inter-Arab Investment Guarantee Corporation, the Arab Maritime Transport

%cademy, the Arab Industrial Development Organization, the Arab Civil Aviation

~ouncil, and the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development.

|4/8. Co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference

Through the Special Unit for TCDC, UNDP will assist the Government of Turkey
Ind the Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Centre in convening
~he meeting of the TCIC focal points of the Organization of the Islamic Conference

~ember countries in March 1990. The purpose of the Special Unit’s assistance is to

~romote the use of TCDC modalities in programme and project formulation and

implementation processes, thereby fostering greater technical co-operation among

/oo.
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developing countries that are members of the Organization of the Islamic

Conference. The Special Unit for TCDC will also participate in the meeting of th~

focal points of the lead agencies of the United Nations with the Organization of

the Islamic Conference and its specialized institutions, to be convened in 1990 t¢

review the progress in the implementation of the Plan of Action adopted at the
co-ordination meeting between the two organizations held in 1989.

44.12. Operation Lifeline Sudan

Under the leadership of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General/

Resident Representative, UNDP secured project cost-sharing in the amount of

$300,000 from the Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance of the United States

Department of State, to cover air transport costs of essential relief supplies fo,
displaced persons. UNDP continued its efforts to mobilize additional resources a,

co-ordinate the efforts of the international community through a strengthened

emergency unit in the Khartoum field office.

Through the project "Planning and Project Emergency Assistance for the
Displaced" (SUD/88/032), UNDP has augmented its technical co-operation with the

Ministry of Relief, Refugees and Displaced, as well as to its component bodies, tt

Commission for the Displaced and the Relief and Rehabilitation Committee to a tot~

of $2,738,887. This project provided assistance to the Government of the Sudan t¢

monitor the implementation of the Plan of Action of Operation Lifeline Sudan to
establish structures for emergency preparedness and to develop national policy on

the issue of displaced persons, as well as to formulate projects for the displacer

and for relief and rehabilitation activity co-ordination. The project also

provided crucial support to the first phase of Operation Lifeline Sudan

(April-October 1989), which helped to save the lives of over 250,000 displaced

persons in southern Sudan. In addition, the project substantively supported

efforts to negotiate with Government, donor, NGO and multilateral parties involvec

in the south, established an effective policy framework for the implementation of

the first phase of Operation Lifeline Sudan, and helped in co-ordinating and

delivering over i00,000 tons of foodstuff and essential non-food supplies. The
project also assisted in establishing a number of co-ordination and institutional

modalities with the Government structure and among the donors. Those modalities
have now been successfully institutionalized and are being utilized for further

emergency assistance.

Other ongoing or projects under formulation with UNDP assistance cover,

~ter al~a, the relocation, resettlement and return of the displaced as well as t~

rehabilitation of southern Sudan. This UNDP assistance also includes support for

the monitoring and co-ordination of WFP food aid deliveries to the South.

44/17. Co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization of African

Since 1980, UNDP has maintained close working relations with the Organizatior

of African Unity (OAU) and has provided technical co-operation in support 

various activities of its secretariat and its member States. The sixth meeting of

the OAU/UNDP Joint Committee, held in New York in September 1988, provided an
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opportunity to conduct consultations and review progress in joint co-operation

efforts.

UNDP continues to provide consultancy services to OAU and its Permanent

Steering Committee regarding the preparation of a treaty for an African economic
community. The project document for provision of further assistance by UNDP to OAU

for the establishment of an African economic community will be finalized for

approval in the near future.

Furthermore, a project document is currently being reformulated through which

UNDP would assist the OAU Secretariat in the strengthening of its administrative,
financial and management mechanisms in order to ensure an optimum utilization of

the resources at its disposal.

Through the projects financed by the Trust Fund for the Second International

Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa, assistance has been provided for
development activities benefiting refugees and returnees; and missions have been

undertaken for the assessment of the needs of the refugees and displaced people.

Under the special programme of assistance to national liberation movements,

UNDP continues to extend to the movements recognized by the OAU, technical
co-operation for the promotion of professional expertise and human resources

development in areas such as general education, administration and management of

community services, vocational training, agriculture, and food production.

UNDP has also continued to provide full support for the implementation of the

United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and

Development 1986-1990. UNDP participated in the meetings of the steering committee

and the inter-agency task force, and provided financial resources for the

functioning of the steering committee secretariat. Furthermore, UNDP has financed

a project for the establishment of a high-level group of experts, who will
undertake an in-depth assessment of commodities of interest to Africa and the scope
for export diversification. Other recently approved UNDP-funded activities to

support OAU include biological control of food-crop pests, veterinary vaccine

production and quality control, and the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action
in the area of science and technology. Also, in collaboration with UNIFEM, UNDP is

in the process of approving a project to establish a women’s unit in the OAU

Secretariat.

B. Resolutions adopted on the reports Qf the Second Committee

44/172. Plan Qf A~tion to Combat Desertification

During the past year, UNSO mobilized $37.5 million, an increase of more

than 37 per cent over the resources mobilized in 1988. The bulk of the resources

mobilized, $22.5 million, was in the form of contributions earmarked for specific

projects, including those under trust fund arrangements, projects identified and

formulated jointly by recipient Governments, UNSO and donor agencies. Pledges for
1989 to UNSO general resources totalled $6.7 million. Funding amounting to
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$8.2 million was obtained under the Management Service Agreement. UNSO has also

stepped up its fund raising efforts while maintaining regular consultations with

its main donors, namely, Denmark, Norway and Sweden. Discussions were held with

government authorities of Canada, Finland, France, Italy, Japan, and the
Netherlands. Most of these meetings provided an overall confirmation of donor

interest in continuing or initiating co-operation with UNSO. In 1989, France

joined the group of UNSO donors by announcing a pledge to UNSO general resources.

In 1989, UNSO new and add-on project approvals amounted to over $Ii.7 millio

in 19 countries of the Sudano-Sahelian region, with the great bulk going to

projects for:

(a) Combating deforestation through afforestation and reforestation,
including fuelwood plantations and village and family woodlots;

(b) Combating range deterioration through range-management schemes;

(c) Water and soil conservation, management and development; and

(d) Sand dune fixation.

In addition, UNSO continued to provide assistance to Governments in the

planning and co-ordination of anti-desertification activities. Its strategy in
this area focused on the development of policy frameworks and programmes that wou

protect the productive capacity of a country’s natural resources. Specific effor
initiated or under way concentrated on reinforcing the capacity of government

bodies to carry out effective planning and on providing assistance in the

establishment of advisory/co-ordlnating units, scientific advisory councils or

national committees for desertification control. New activities in planning,

co-ordination and ecological monitoring were launched in Chad, the Gambia, Kenya,
Mall, Senegal and Tanzania.

During the past year, UNSO continued to strengthen working collaboration witl

and support for both the Permanent Inter-State Committee for Drought Control in tl

Sahel (CILSS) and the Eahel Institute in Bamako.

UNSO also provided support to the 1988 Ministerial Conference for a joint

policy to combat desertification in the CILSS countries, in those of the Economic

Community of West African States, in the Maghreb countries, in Egypt and in the

Sudan. The next Conference, which is an important forum for addressing major
policy issues and for translating them into practical agendas for action, will be

held in 1990 in Ouagadougou. As in the past, UNSO will support the organization q

the Conference.

44/173. Global Strategy for Shelter tQ the Year 2000

UNDP has asked the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (UNCHS) 
prepare four regional projects to be supported by the divisions for regional

programmes of the regional bureaux. An inter-agency meeting was organized by UND]
in December 1989 to review the project outlines prepared by UNCHS. The World Ban]
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the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World Health Organization (WHO),

UNCHS, and the operational units of UNDP were invited to participate in the
meeting. UNCHS was asked to prepare new project documents based on suggestions

made by UNDP and the other international agencies. The revised project documents
are to be submitted by UNCHS and UNDP in April 1990.

UNDP has also been encouraging the design of projects in the shelter sector

from the country IPF. UNDP is presently funding in developing countries over

250 ongoing directly targeted projects in the human settlement sector, amounting to
over $100 million. These projects are expected to lead to substantial follow-up

investment commitments. For example, in 1988 the UNDP-assisted human settlement

projects led to over $2 billion in follow-up investment commitments. Moreover,

UNDP has been malnstreaming the shelter issue through several initiatives. The

special theme chapter of the forthcoming H~man Development Report is on

urbanization. The Report has identified the enabling strategy as one of the policy

options for the 1990s. The first UNDP programme advisory note on urbanization has
identified access to shelter as one of the areas of expanded future UNDP support.

The United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) has continued to provide

capital assistance to LDCs to improve the access of the poor to shelter and basic

services. At present, UNCDF is funding II ongoing shelter projects amounting to

over $28 million.

UNDP is co-operating with the World Bank, UNCHS and the National Association

of Realtors of the USA in organizing the Third Shelter Conference to be held in

April 1990 to promote the role of the private sector in shelter development.

44/176. Special economic assistance to Chad

The contributors’ round table on the implementation of the five-year
development plan for Chad is planned for 8-9 May 1990. The planning orientation

document prepared with UNDP assistance was adopted by the Government as the basic
document for the round-table meeting. The Minister of Planning is to undertake

preparatory visits to donor countries prior to the round-table meeting. The round

table will be financed by project CHD/90/U71 for $65,300 from trust funds provided

by the Government of the Netherlands. Initial sectoral follow-up comprises

(a) human resources, which has been divided into education/training/employment with

France and the World Bank as leading donors. General studies of this sector has
been undertaken, a preparatory seminar was organized in November 1989 and projects

are currently being formulated in close collaboration with interested donors and

the Government; (b) the health and social services sector, in which general studies

and project formulation are about to begin.

44/177. Assistance for the reconstruction and development of Djibouti

UNDP has intensified its efforts to mobilize all possible assistance to help

the Government of Djibouti in the design and implementation of its reconstruction

and development programmes. UNDP is financing a feasibility study aimed at
developing a repllcable low-cost housing scheme which could be financed with the

initial support of UNCDF. Consultations are taking place with the World Bank with

/..,
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regard to the co-financlng of a project aimed at national capacity-building in

macro-economic planning. Similar arrangements are under discussion with the

Islamic Development Bank for the co-flnancing of an integrated rural development
programme for the Goubad region.

Additional resources are also being made available to Djibouti through the

Management Development Programme and the Special Measures Fund for the Least
Developed Countries (SMF/LDC). These facilities will support the Government in it~

efforts to enhance the policy environment needed to attract private investment and

to improve water management through the elaboration of a comprehensive water maste~

plan.

44/178. Emergency assistance to Somalia

UNDP has played a major role in co-ordinating the efforts of the United

Nations system to help Somalia in the formulation and implementation of its

emergency and rehabilitation programme. In response to the appeal launched by the
Government of Somalla in September 1989, UNDP has actively supported the

Government’s efforts in the preparation and launching of the Extraordinary Interim

Emergency Programme designed to provide renewed assistance to the refugees in

Somalia. This six-month interim programme began its operations in February 1990.

The Resident Co-ordinator, with the support of a small emergency unit

established within the UNDP field office, has been requested by the Secretary-
General to assume the co-ordlnation of the efforts of the United Nations system

towards the implementation of this programme. To that end, a task force chaired b~

the Resident Representative and Resident Co-ordinator was established in

Mogadisclo, comprising representatives of UNHCR, WFP, ELU/CARE and UNDP. The task

force has been working in tandem with the Government co-ordlnating institutions
with a view to ensuring a timely and efficient implementation of the programme.

While the specific components of this programme will be directly implemented by th(

concerned agencies, UNDP will be responsible for the co-ordlnatlon of the efforts

of the United Nations system and will also assist the Government in co-ordlnating

the response of the international community. The emergency unit will assist in
needs assessments, the design of emergency-related programmes and the collection of

information on actual programme implementation.

UNDP has also benefited from the financial support from Canada and the United

States for ensuring the availability, for an initial period of three months, of an

aircraft, which is considered to be an essential element for the success of relief

operations. It is expected that additional funding could be mobilized to ensure

the extension of the aircraft operations throughout the duration of the interim
emergency programme.

44/179. Assistance to Democratic Yemen

UNDP has been intensifying its efforts to mobilize all possible assistance to

help Democratic Yemen implement its rehabilitation and reconstruction programmes.

UNDP has also been assisting the Government in monitoring the implementation of the

various programmes with a view to ensuring maximum impact of limited resources and
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providing the international community with information on results achieved in

comparison to actual needs.

UNDP has also allocated $i.0 million from the Special Programme Resources

(SPR) for the implementation of a project aimed at strengthening national

capacities needed for the implementation and management of rehabilitation and

reconstruction programmes in areas most affected by the 1989 floods. The project
will assist in restoring the operational capacities of i0 most seriously damaged

schools, thus allowing for a quick return to school of displaced students.

44/180. Assistance for the reconstruction and development of Lebanon

Since the adoption of resolution 44/180, the increasing violence and the lack

of political stability in Lebanon made it extremely difficult for the United
Nations system to carry out reconstruction and development programmes. Because of
the continuing destruction, activities inevitably had to focus on the increasing

need of the Lebanese people for emergency relief assistance as well as the
maintenance of essential services, such as health care and water supply.

Despite deteriorating security, which has slowed down the implementation of

ongoing projects and hindered the programming process, UNDP has made every effort

to maintain its presence at the senior level and to assist in the co-ordination of
United Nations assistance to Lebanon. UNDP is following the developments closely

and, circumstances permitting, will take the necessary steps to resume and
accelerate the implementation of technical co-operation activities.

44/181. Special assistance to front-line States

In addition to its regular assistance through the country IPFs, UNDP has

recently approved $50,000 from its Regional Programme for Africa IPF to fund a

programming mission to the front-line States. This mission will be launched

jointly with the Africa Fund and the International Fund for Agricultural

Development (IFAD) and will also visit headquarters of donor organizations 
ensure the rational and early utilization of contributions earmarked by them for

the Africa Fund. It is also envisaged that the programming mission will develop

proposals on modalities by which in-kind contributions of the Africa Fund could be

used more efficiently. In this connection, a tripartite agreement between Africa
Fund/IFAD end UNDP is being finalized. To the extent possible, UNDP will also

attempt to absorb, within existing procedures and on an ad hoc basis,

non-convertible contributions of some countries to the Africa Fund to be used for

support costs for transportation of in-kind contributions.

44/208. United NatiOns Pledging Conference for Development Activities

The Administrator has communicated his recommendations on the Pledging

Conference to the secretariat of the Economic and Social Council, which has been
charged with preparing a report for the consideration of the General Assembly and

the Economic and Social Council.
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44/209. Fortieth a~niversary of multilateral technical co-operation for

~ev~lopment within the United Nations system

At the special session of the Governing Council held in February 1990,

statements were made by members of the Programme and by the Director of the Bureau

for Special Activities on UNDP plans to commemorate this event. The Council took

note of the statements in decision 90/4. Arrangements are being made with the

office of the Secretary-General for an appropriate programme to commemorate, during
the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly, the fortieth anniversary of

multilateral technical co-operatlon for development within the United Nations
system. Moreover, during the thirty-seventh session of the Governing Council, the

afternoon of Tuesday, 5 June 1990 has been set aside for a ceremony to mark this

anniversary.

44/214. ~pecific action related to the particular needs and problems of

lan~-iock~d developing countries

UNDP fully incorporates into its regular programming activities the concerns

of the land-locked countries. In particular, one of the additional criteria for
IPF allocation is indeed the land-locked country status. Thus, a bonus to the IPF

of these countries has been in effect in the fourth cycle. The Governing Council

may decide to retain this criterion for IPF distribution during the fifth

programming cycle.

All land-locked countries have pro~ects in the transportation and the

international trade sectors that take the land-locked status into account.

vast majority of these projects is executed by UNCTAD.

The

44/221. Co-operation between the United Nations and the Southern African

Development Co-ordination Conference

Over the past I0 years, UNDP has initiated a series of activities designed to

assist the Southern African Development Co-ordination Conference (SADCC). UNDP

commitments to SADCC Governments and institutions have grown from $186 million
during the third cycle (1982-1986) to $278 million in the fourth cycle (1987-1991).

At the subregional level, UNDP has been supporting activities administered by

the SADCC secretariat amounting to about $8 million. These activities include
transportation from the land-locked countries, tsetse control, the manufacture of

industrial chemicals, the development of textbooks and teaching materials,
feasibility studies, a petroleum training centre, and the exploitation and
processing of bauxite deposits. In addition, UNDP is assisting SADCC countries in

their efforts to improve and increase the role of the enterprise sector (public and

private) in their economies.

44/237. Second Industrial Development Decade for Africa

UNDP has continued to support the industrial development efforts of the

African countries at the regional, subregional and country levels during the First

Industrial Development Decade for Africa. Regarding the Second Decade UNDP

/..o
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responded posltively by approving a project for the mid-term evaluation of the
First Decade in 1988. The proposals identified by the evaluation mission will be

considered for funding during the fifth programming cycle to support not only the

activities of the Second Decade but also to respond to the long-term objectives of

the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and

Development (UNPAAERD).

C. Decisions adopted on the reports of the Second Committee

44/437. Countries stricken by desertification and drought in Africa

In this decision, the General Assembly appealed urgently to the international
community to continue to support the Permanent Inter-State Committee on Drought

Control in the Sahel, the Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and Development,

the Ministerial Conference for a joint policy to combat desertification in the
countries of the Permanent Inter-State Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel

and the Economic Community of West African States, in the Maghreb countries, in

Egypt and in the Sudan (COMIDES) and the other competent organizations; and
endorsed Economic and Social Council resolution 1989/103 of 27 July 1989 on

countries stricken by desertification and drought in Africa. The response of UNDP

to this decision is the same as that to resolution 44/172 B (see sect. III.B of the
present report).

44/438. International strategy for the fight against locust and grasshopper

infestation, particularly in Africa

Since the last report to the Economic and Social Council on desert locust

activities in 1989, the fleld situation has remained relatively calm and no reports

of serious desert locust outbreaks have been reported. Therefore, there have been

no urgent requests from locust affected countries for emergency locust control
assistance. However, efforts of a more strategic nature are continuing, and are

summarized as follows.

The Governing Council approved a research project in June 1989 entitled

"Development of Environmentally Acceptable Strategies for Desert Locust Control

(GLO 89/002)" for $5 million. This joint project between UNDP and the Food and

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) is concerned with initiating
an international collaborative research network and encouraging donor consultation

on desert locust research. This project is in response to the realization that

alternative strategies for locust control which are not totally dependent on

synthetic chemical pesticides must be developed.

During 1989, two meetings of donors were held under the joint chairmanship of

UNDP and FAO to develop a consensus for the formation of a consultative group for

locust research. This group has been established and comprises primarily donors

and representatives from locust-affected countries. It is expected to discuss and

co-ordinate individual efforts to support desert locust research and review recent
technical progress.
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An external scientific advisory committee has been nominated to advise the

group by recommending research priorities and operating tactics, reviewing and

evaluating research proposals, monitoring research progress, and evaluating

completed projects. The Committee has already identified priority research topics,

agreed on a protocol for soliciting and reviewing research proposals and is
considering how best to promote field research in locust-affected countries through

the establishment of modest field stations in collaboration with interested

national plant protection departments. It also has already begun reviewing

research proposals and has recently recommended to the joint UNDP/FAO programme

fund certain specific research topics on semiochemicals, and on the development of

meteorological data for locust forecasting.

Finally, FAO has continued to strengthen its capacity to collect and analyse

field data in order to improve desert locust forecasting. In addition, FAO offered

several training courses to national locust control personnel on relevant topics

related to desert locust control.

44/444. Preparations ~Qr ~hQ ~p~cial session of the General Assembly devoted to

international economic co-operation, in particular to the revitalization

of economic growth and development of the developing countries

General Assembly decision 44/444 restates the central objective of sustainable

and equitable development with a view to improving living standards and eradicating

poverty. Many activities financed by UNDP are congruent with this objective and

what is reflected hereunder constitutes only a few major policy and programme

initiatives.

In 1989-1990, UNDP made attempts to operationalize the notion of human
development, which is both the means and the end of economic progress. Efforts are

being made to further refine the concept, develop the appropriate statistical

tools, and sensitize the donor community and the Governments to the need to develop

and support comprehensive social policies. The recent initiative of UNDP to

publish an annual Human Development Report will provide a valuable input for a

policy dialogue with Governments interested in evolving national strategies for
human development and in formulating programme and projects for implementing those

strategies. The first report is scheduled for publication in May 1990.

At the programme level, new impetus has been given to the implementation of

the major regional project for Africa, entitled "Social Dimensions of Structural

Adjustment" (RAF/86/037). This project is a joint undertaking by the World Bank,

the African Development Bank and UNDP and is in response to the concern as to how

structural adjustment impacts on vulnerable groups. It aims at integrating social

variables at the onset, within the structural adjustment programmes and development
plans. To this end, the project provides support to participating Governments to

(a) strengthen their capacity to design and follow-up comprehensive social policies

and programmes aimed at reducing poverty; (b) strengthen their analytical capacity

to design specific poverty reduction programmes; and (c) strengthen their capacity

to develop an adequate statistical base for assessing the evolution of living
standards. Activities are ongoing in 16 countries. Some 14 additional countries,

north and south of the Sahara, have expressed a desire to participate in the

/...
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project. It is planned that during 1990 diagnostic missions will visit all these

countries.

Restructuring of the economies of the African countries is also supported by
the project entitled "Structural Adjustment Advisory Teams for Africa" (SAATA)

(RAF/89/021), which was approved in 1989. Through the provision of high-level,

short-term expertise, this project is assisting Governments in designing their

reform programmes. Advice and training is given to the Governments who so request

to assist in the formulation of policies on exchange rates, monetary, public

finances and incentive policies and on restructuring the public and para-public

sectors.

In Latin America and the Caribbean, a regional project entitled "Critical

Poverty" (RLA/86/004) is providing the theoretical underpinning for policy analysis

of poverty and social programmes aimed at alleviating poverty at the national
level. It provides a forum where national experience is exchanged and analysed.

International trade and the debt problem are also recognized as key areas in

decision 44/444. In this regard, it should be noted that the volume of technical

co-operation provided in those areas has sharply increased, nearly doubling that

provided from 1988 to 1989. A major evaluation of technical co-operation related

to debt management has been carried out by UNDP, which recommended ways and means
to strengthen the nature and quality of co-operation provided. Through

interregional and regional projects, crucial assistance has also been provided to

strengthen the capacity of developing countries to participate effectively in the

Uruguay Round of negotiations.

44/450. Further strengthening and improving intergovernmental programmina

exercises for technical co-operation among developing countries

The Special Unit for TCDC is in the process of assisting a number of

developing countries in convening intergovernmental TCDC programming, including

sector-specific, multi-country programming aimed at the finalization of a
substantial number of technical co-operation projects in different sectors of

social and economic activities among the participating countries, with catalytic

support from external resources such as international organizations, financial

institutions and bilateral donors. The progress of these endeavours will be
reflected in the Secretary-General’s report to the General Assembly at its

forty-sixth session.

D. Resolutions adopted Qn ~he reports of ~hQ Third Committee

44/77. Implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the

A4vancement of Women

UNDP will be reporting during 1990 to the Secretary-General, in his capacity

as Chairman of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordlnation, on the extent to

which the system-wlde, medium-term plan for women in development, called for in the

Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies, is incorporated into its programme.
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IV. OTHER RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS OF INTEREST TO

THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

4. A number of resolutions and decisions adopted during the forty-fourth session

of the General Assembly are considered to be of importance in guiding the overall
orientation of the activities of UNDP, although they have not given rise to direct

follow-up action in UNDP. The resolutions and decisions are listed below.

44/4.

44124.

44/168.

44/239.

A. Resolutions adopted without reference to a

Main Committee

Co-operation between the United Nations and the Latin American Economic

S_x_stem

African Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment Programmes for

Socio-Economic Recovery and Transformation

International assistance for the economic rehabilitation of Angola

Emergency humanitarian assistance to Romania

44/212.

44 213.

44 236.

B. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the

Second Committee

International CO-operation for the eradication of poverty in developing

countries

Developing human resources for develoPment

International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction

44 56.

44 59.

44 62.

44 64.

44 65.

C. Resolutions a~opted on the reports of the
Third Committee

World social situation

Policies and programmes involving youth

Right to development

National institutions for the protection and promotion of human rights

Guiding Principles for Developmental Social Welfare Policies and Programmes

in the Near Future and follow-up action to the Interregional Consultation

on Developmental Social Welfare Policies and Programmes

/o..
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44/70.

44/72.

44/127.

44/142.

Implement~tion of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons

~n~ the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons

¢rim~ prevention an4 ~riminal justice

International Literacy Year

International action to combat drug abuse and illicit traffickinq

V. RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS ADOPTED BY OTHER ORGANS

OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

5. This section deals primarily with steps taken or planned by UNDP in response

to resolutions and decisions taken by respective organs of the United Nations

system requiring follow-up action by UNDP.

ECA resolution 669. African Institute for Economic Development and Planning

In response to ECA Council of Ministers resolution 669 and Economic and Social

Council resolution 1989/117, UNDP has agreed to continue funding of the African

Institute for Economic Development and Planning up to December 1990 with the

understanding that certain measures will be undertaken. The measures concerned

relate primarily to farm arrangements being made by the Institute for the regular

funding of core posts from sources other than UNDP and the improvement of

cost-recovery mechanism. An evaluation team is scheduled to assess progress made

in May 1990. Meanwhile, bridging finance up to June 1990 has been approved.


