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BANGLADESH

Demographic Facts

Population by sex
Total (in 1000) .....................
Male (in 1000) ......................
Female (in 1000) ....................
Sex ratio ( / 100 females) .............

Population in year 2(XX) (in 1000) ........
Population by age group

Age 0-14 (in 1000) ..................
Age 15-64 (in 1000) .................
Age 65+ (in 1000) ..................
Age 0-14 (percentage) ..............
Age 15-64 (percentage) .............
Age 65+ (percentage) ..............

Age indicators
Median age ........................
Dependency: age 0-14 ..............
Dependency: age 65 + ..............
Dependency: total ..................
Youth: 15-24 (in 1000) ..............
Women: 1549 (in 10(X)) ............

Urban-rural population
Urban population (in 1000) ...........
Rural population (in 1000) ...........
Per cent urban (%) .................
Per cent rural (%) ..................

Population density ( / hectare of
arable land) ........................

Sources: Area and population de

Agriculture Organization, FAO Pr

family size: Noreen Goldman and

Studies, No. 17 (International 
data: Population Division, Unit

and Social Affairs, Demographic

(computer printout, 1 November 

density ( /sq. km.~" as of 1985
expectancy: total as of 1980-19

101,147

52,137

49,010

106.4

145,800

46,257
51,770

3,119
45.7
51.2
3.1

17.0
89.4

6.0
95:4

19,989
21,938

12,008
89,139

11.87
88.13

8.12

702Population density ( / sq. km.) ..........
Average annual change

2,585Population increase (in 1000) .........
Births (in 1000) ..................... 4,240
Deaths (in 1000) .................... 1,654
Net migration (in 1000) .............. 0

Rate of annual change
Population change total (%) ......... 2.74

Urban (%) ...................... 5.4
Rural (%) ....................... 2.4

Crude birth rate ( / 1000) ............. 44.8
Crude death rate (/1000) ............ 17.5
Natural increase (/1000) ............ 27.3
Nm migration ( / 1000) ............... 0.0

Fertility and mortality
Total fertility rate ................... 6.15
Completed family size .... . .......... 7.06
Gross reproduction rate ............. 3.00
Net reproduction rate ............... 2.11
General fertility rate (/1000) ......... 209
Child-woman ratio .................. 866
Infant mortality rate (/1000) ......... 133
Life expectancy: male ............... 48.3
Life expectancy: female ............. 47.3
Life expectancy: total ............... 47.8

GNP per capita
(U.S. dollars, 1982) ................. 140

Lsity on arable land: derived from Food and

~duction Yearbook 1980; Gross 1984; Completed

John Hobcraft, "Birth Historie--~, inCOmparative
:atistical Institute: Voorburg), 1982; all other

~d Nations Department of International Economic

Indicators by Countries as Assessed in 1982

983) - "population by sex" through "populaLion
snd "average annual change" through "life

BS.
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I. SUMMARY

1. On the basis of the findings of the Needs Assessment Mission that visited
Bangladesh in March 1984 and on the recommendations of the project formulation
exercise undertaken in October 1984, UNFPA proposes to provide assistance in the
amount of $20 million in support of the Government’s population programme during
the five-year period, from July 1985 through June 1990. This period coincides with
the country’s third five-year development plan. BanEladesh is a priority country
for UNFPA assistance.

2. The Needs Assessment Mission emphasized the importance of continuinE
external assistance to the Government’s population programme to meet the
demoEraphic targets set for the 1985-1990 period. The Mission placed particular
emphasis on the issue of management of the population programme, including the
integration of maternal and child health and family plannin5 (MCH/FP).

3. The proposed programme would be the third UNFPA programme in Bangladesh.
Under the first prograneue (1974-1979), a total of $10 million was allocated,
primarily in support of family planning activities, preparations for the 1981
census and population education and couuuunication activities.

4. The second country prosramme, approved by the Governing Council in June 1979
for the five-year period 1980-1984, was for the amount of $25 million, to be
supplemented by up to $25 million from multi-bilateral funding. However, beginning
in 1981, due to financial constraints, UNFPA, with the concurrence of the
Government, started to make substantial reductions in the budset allocations to the
progranuue. Several project activities had to be extended. Expenditures for the
years 1980-1983 totalled $16.4 million and allocations in 1984 amounted to $4.2
million. UNFPA intended to allocate $4.4 million in 1985 to the second country
programme, and despite the reductions foreseen in the "Review and reassessment of
UNFPA programme for the period 1982-1985" (DP/1982/28) and approved by the
GoverninE Council in its decision 82/20, I, paragraph 2, the second country
progranuue would have been allocated in full by the end of 1985. However, the
Government requested that the third country programme start in July 1985 in order
to coincide with the third flve-year development plan. Thus, the amounts
unallocated or unspent at the end of June 1985 will be subsumed under the third
country progranuue. In addition, $6 million of multi-bilateral funding was
mobilized through contributions by the Governments of Denmark and the Netherlands
during this period.

5. The second country programme concentrated on strengthening the Government’s
maternal and child health and family planning progranuue by supplying contraceptives
and equipment, supportin8 training institutions, meetinE local costs of
field-workers andprovidin8 technical assistance. Other areas of UNFPA support
during this period included population education and communication, activities
related to the 1981 census and population planning and policy.
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6. Under the proposed third
with Governing Council guideline
in the area of MCH/FP, which is
programme.

7. The proposed programme wo
and population development plann
supply; advisory support to the

prograrme, UNFPA assistance would, in accordance
s (see decision 81/7, I, para. 3) be concentrated
the priority area of the Bangladesh population

uld contain projects relating to population policy
£ng; MCHIFP services and training; logistics and
Ministry of Health and Populatlon Control; and

operations research analysis. It would also include projects in population
education in the school system and information, education and communication (IEC)
activities aimed at the general )ublic. In large part, these activities are 
continuation of projects carried out during the second UNFPA programme in
Bangladesh, though emphasis wou]
service delivery network throug~
level, and through a more focus{

8. UNFPA assistance would st
expendable and non-expendable e,
Local salary costs would be met
taking over a larger share of tl

9. All projects under the px
programmes, will be undertaken J
the World Population Plan of Act
consistent with internationally
individual freedom, justice and
groups (paragraph 14 (d)), respc
(paragraph 14 (e)) and all coup]
freely and responsibly the numb,
information, education and meanl

Demographic and social indicatols

be placed on increasing the efficiency of the
L improvements in the logistics system at the field
d population information and education strategy.

pport a limited number of international experts,
uipment and training, both in-country and abroad.
partially by UNFPA, with the Government gradually
Lese costs each year.

oposed prograrmne, as in all UNFPA-assisted
n accordance with the principles and objectives of
ion, that is, population policies should be
and nationally recognized human rights of
the survival of national, regional and minority
ct for human life is basic to all human societies
es and individuals have the basic right to decide
r and spacing of their children and to have the

to do so (paragraph 14 (f)).

II. BACKGROUND

iangladesh are among the most acute in the world.
.mates, the mid-year 1985 population is estimated at

density at 702 persons per square kilometre, the
.on not a city-state. The population density per
.and is 1,123 persons. The annual rate of
~85 is estimated at over 2.7 per cent. Nearly 90
J in the rural areas. Net migration is low and the
langladesh is considered satisfactory by the

has been a marked decrease in per capita caloric
of landlessness among the rural population.

plans is placed on combatting problems of rural
production and on further developing the country’s

I0. Population pressures in
According to United Nations eat
101.1 million, with a populatiol
highest in the world of any nat!
square kilometre of cultivable
population increase from 1980-1
per cent of the population live~
population distribution within
Government.

Ii. In recent decades, there
intake and sharply rising level
Emphasis in current development
unemployment, on increasing foo
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industrial capacity.

Government policies and plans 1985-1990

12. In a statement outlining Bangladesh’s views on population, for the benefit
of those attending the International Conference on Population, President Hussain
Mohammad Ershad said, "Bangladesh has taken a number of significant steps including
announcement of the national Population Policy in1976 and identification of rapid
population growth as the nation’s number one problem and its principal obstacle to
socio-economic development. The Government of Bangladesh has firmly committed
itself to slowing the rate of population increase for accelerating the pace of
national development .... In a setting such as Bangladesh’s with its high population
growth, mere provision of family planning services may not suffice to reduce the
rate of population increase to an extent which is consistent with its national
resources. Structural changes to fundamental socio-economic conditions will be
required and we must look to increased levels of community participation to achieve
this. Since the Bucharest Conference anumber of countries in Asia have succeeded
in bringing about significant reduction in population growth rates. For many
developing countries including Bangladesh, the "battle" still remains one of life
and death for national survival".

13. The Government of Bangladesh has consistently identified rapid population
growth as one of the greatest obstacles to the country’s socio-economic development
and has given its full support to programmes designed to control the rate of
growth. Population policy is determined by the National Council on Population
Control, headed by the President/Chief Martial Law Administrator. The Council is
assisted by an Executive Committee chaired by the Minister of Health and Population
Control.

14. Since the formulation of the first national population policy in 1976, a
widespread network for the delivery of family planning services has been
established, based on the activity of field-workers at the community level
supported by paramedics and physicians operating from stationary facilities. About
1,000 health and family welfare centres, each serving a population of 20,000, and
350 larger health complexes, each serving a population of 200,000, are
operational. Some 30,000 health and family planning workers have been trained and
posted in the field. A full range of contraceptive services is widely available on
a voluntary basis and acceptors of permanent and semi-permanent family planning
methods are reimbursed transport costs and loss in wages. Through the Social
Marketing Project, selected contraceptives are available at approximately i00,000
retail outlets. The Government sponsors multi-media campaigns in favour of family
planning, and population education is incorporated into the primary and secondary
school curricula.

15. Non-governmental organizations play an important role in the population
programme, providing, according to some estimates, 40 per cent of all contraceptive
protection. The Government has agreed to allow these organizations to extend their
activities further.

16. Increasing acceptance of family planning methods has been shown by the rise
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lin the contraceptive prevalence ra e
an estimated 25 per cent in 1984.
(sterilization, pills, condoms, in

time, risen faster than that of tr
abstinence, etc.), with approximat
modern methods in 1984 compared to
and female sterilizations, IUDs, c
total number of male sterilizatio~
sterilizations.

17. The Government’s demographi
(1985-1990) is to achieve a total
period, with a view to bringing at
2000. In order to achieve this, i
prevalence rate to 40 per cent of

18. To meet these targets, the
third plan period to improving the
structure, to continuing mass medi
motivation, to a closer integratic
health care components and to soc
status of women, designed to cont
minimum legal age of marriage has
women.

19. According to government esl
during the period 1985-1990 will I
cent is expected to be provided i!
and multilateral donors.

III. REVIE~

20. The second UNFPA country p!
its twenty-sixth session in June
have been supplemented by up to $~

from 12 per cent of couples at risk in 1979 to
The utilization of modern birth control methods
~rauterine devices (IUDs), etc.) has, during this
Lditional methods (withdrawal, rhythm,
~ly 17 per cent of all eligible couples using
9 per cent in 1979. Of the modern methods, male

~ndoms and pills are the most widely used. The
s has recently surpassed that of female

c objective under the third five-year plan
fertility rate of 4.1 by the end of the plan
out a net reproduction rate of 1 by the year
t is planned to increase the contraceptive
all eligible couples by 1990.

Government intends to give priority during the
extent and quality of the service delivery

a campaigns of population education and
n of population programmes with other primary
o-economic measures, including improving the
ibute to a reduction in the fertility rate. The
recently been raised to 18 for men and 16 for

imates, the cost of the population programme
,e approximately $560 million, of which 80 per

the form of foreign assistance from bilateral

OF THE PROGRAMME 1980-1985

ogramme was approved by the Governing Council at
979 in the amount of $25 million, which was to
5 million from multi-bilateral sources for the

five-year period 1980-1984. The programme was subsequently reviewed and extended
tO June 1985. Under the second cpuntry programme, activities in the following
$octors were supported: maternalJand child health and family planning,
Snformation, education and conuaun~cation, basic data collection and formulation and
evaluation of population policies|and programmes. The majority of projects were
executed directly by the Government.

Maternal and child health and fam!.ly planning

2~, Support to the Government’
(MCH/FP) progran~e. The largest 
~een aimed at strengthening the c~
delivery network by improving the
delivery system. In the logistic~

maternal and child health and family planning
~omponent of UNFPA assistance in Bangladesh has
~acity of the Government’s MCH/FP service
logistics system and extending the service

area, UNFPA has made available to the Government
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contraceptive supplies, medical equipment, surgical supplies, vehicles, warehousing
equipment and technical advisory services. These have led to substantial
improvements in the distribution of supplies to field areas. Shortages still
exist, but the system has coped effectively with increases in the demands placed on
it following the rise in contraceptive prevalence. Storage conditions at the
central and regional warehouses and procurement procedures have been improved and
steps are being taken to improve the delivery of supplies at the community level.

22. In the MCH/FP field, UNFPA has provided technical advisory services to the
Population Control Directorate to assist the Government to bring about a closer
integration between the efforts of the population progran~ae and those of the
primary health care programme. UNFPA has, with multi-bilateral funds from the
Government of Denmark, supported the salaries of 2,000 field-workers. The total
cost of the project was $16 million; it was executed by the Government and UNICEF.

23. Population manpower development. UNFPA has provided technical advisory
services, equipment, fellowships and local salary support to the National Institute
for Population Research and Training (NIPORT). NIPORT is the most important
training institution in the population programme and is responsible for providing
management and technical training directly to various categorles of family planning
personnel, for co-ordinating the activities of the reglonal training centres and
for overseeing training of field-workers and of traditional birth attendants.
During the course of the project, four overseas fellowships have been provided to
strengthen NIPORT. In 1983, a mid-term evaluation of the project was conducted by
UNFPA and the Western Consortium for the Health Professions. The Evaluation
Mission concluded that NIPORT had been significantly strengthened as an institution
and recommended that the remaining provision of long-term technical advisory
services be converted to more specialized short-term consultancies. The Mission
further recommended that the Government consider granting greater autonomy to
NIPORT. Circumstances within NIPORT made it possible to implement these
recommendations only partially. UNFPA provided $2.3 million for the project, which
was executed by the Government and the Western Consortium for the Health
Professions.

24. Family Welfare Visitors TraininK Institutes. Through multi-bilateral funds
provided by the Government of the Netherlands, UNFPA provided assistance to the
Family Welfare Visitor Training Institutes, which are responsible for training
female health workers in MCH/FP services at the community level. During the
1980-1985 period, 4,000 family welfare visitors (FWVs) were trained. UNFPA support
covered the stipends of the trainees and the salaries of the Institute’s faculty
and support staff. UNFPA also provided technical assistance in the development of
the FWV training curriculum. The UNFPA contribution for the government-executed
project was $I.I million.

25. Health manpower development. UNFPA has also provided technical support and
a limited amount of equipment to the National Institute for Social and Preventive
Medicine (NIPSOM), in particular to strengthen its MCH/FP and health education
progran~aes. Training has been provided to physicians active in these fields, while
the training skills of the NIPSOM faculty have been upgraded. The project’s
mld-term evaluation by UNFPA and the Western Consortium for the Health Professions
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in 1983 found the project to be su:cessful and recommended the continuation of
technical assistance to NIPSOM. I= also recommended, however, that the assistance
be focused increasingly on strengthening the institution as a whole, rather than
the MCH/FP department alone. Thes
The Government and the Western Con
project, for which UNFPA allocated

26. Training of medical assists
Medical Assistants Training School
counterparts to the family welfare
covered salary support and stipend
number of schools. The project wa

27. Matlab MCH/FP research pro~
for Diarrhoeal Disease Research,
investigate ways of improving the
the project area where new manage,
by ICDDR, B on an experimental bas
to almost twice that of the natior
executing agency, in the amount of
equipment.

Population information, education

28. The Government has organize
planning and to bring information
methods and their availability.
targetted at specific groups in
services.

e recommendations were subsequently implemented.
sortium for the Health Professions executed this
$500,000.

nts. UNFPA has provided partial support to the
s, which are responsible for training hhe male
visitors. The UNFPA contribution of $100,000

s and equipment and furniture fop a selected
s directly executed by the Government.

sct. UNFPA has assisted the International Centre
angladesh (ICDDR, B) in its project 
existing MCH/FP service delivery structure. In
ent and training techniques have been introduced
is, the contraceptive prevalence rate has risen
al average. UNFPA has supported ICDDR, B, the

$300,000 to cover local personnel costs and

and communication

Ida multi-media campaign to promote family
to the public on different family planning
~rogrammes have also been developed that are

to increase acceptance of family planning
UNFPA support to these activities is described below.

29. Information, educatio n and
establish and operate both the In{
the Population Control Directorate
The IEM Unit has overall responsil
campaigns to support family planni
clearing-house for population-teL
policy-makers and researchers.
production, audio-visual vans use,
overseas and local training of ma
books for the PIS library and sal~
show that 95 per cent of the popu
family planning. Technical suppol
Pacific Programme for Development
allocated $1.1 million to this pr,

30. Population education throu
Government has introduced materia
first grade through secondary sch
socio-economic consequences of ex
students to the concept of family

motivation. UNFPA has provided assistance to
’ormation, Education and Motivation (IEM) Unit 
,and the Population Information Service (PIS).
~ility for developing and implementing information
ng progran~aes, while the PIS acts as a
.ted information, to be used by planners,
~PA has provided equipment required for materials
! for screening films in village areas, funds for
;erials development and communication specialists,
try support for the IEM and PIS staff. Surveys
Lation of Bangladesh now has some knowledge of
rt was given to the IEM Unit by UNDP/Asia and
Training and Communication Planning. UNFPA

)ject, which was executed by the Government.

{h the school system. With UNFPA assistance, the
I on population into the school curricula from the
Do1. This material seeks to demonstrate the
zessive population growth and to introduce
planning. This process has also been extended to
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the curricula of the religious schools and teacher~training institutions. The
UNFPA-supported project has provided $1.2 million to cover training for curriculum
specialists to develop population materials, training workshops for teachers and
equipment for materials production. Under the project, population education
materials for use in curricula at the tertiary educational level have been
prepared. A mid-term evaluation of the project was made in 1982 and the
continuation of the project was reconm~ended. UNESCO provided technical support to
the project, which was executed by the Government.

31. Population motivation in the asriculture sector. As part of the
Government’s multisectoral population programme, UNFPA has provided assistance in
mobilizing the resources of the agricultural extension workers for population
education and motivation work. The training curricula of these extension workers
were expanded to include relevant material on population, and the Ministry of
Agriculture’s institutional capacity with regard to population education was
strengthened. Since 1982, the Ministry has functioned in this area with no outside
technical assistance. An evaluation of the population-related activities of
agricultural extension workers was conducted in 1983 by a local consulting group.
The evaluation concluded that the extension workers were the principal source of
family planning information among the target farmer population, and it found that
the project had achieved 58 per cent of its target in terms of the number of
information/motivational contacts. UNFPA support in the amount of $200,000
consisted of assistance in revising the training curricula of the extension agents,
in organizing training workshops, in materials development and in salary support of
staff in the project office. The project, which was executed by the Government,
was scheduled to terminate in June 1983. On the basis of the Evaluation Mission’s
findings, and at the Government’s request, the project was extended to June 1985.

32. Population education in the labour sector. In order to extend the scope of
the national population programme as widely as possible, the Government has
established population projects in a number of sectoral ministries, targetted at
specific population groups. With UNFPA assistance, two projects have been
established in the Ministry of Labour and Manpower with a view to providing
population education and family planning services to particular population groups,
namely, workers in the tea gardens of Sylhet and workers at selected major
industrial sites. The total target population amounted to 1.5 million persons.
The project inputs included the development of appropriate educational materials,
training of officials from the Industrial Relations Institutes, salaries of
motivational workers, organization of motivational meetings and provision of family
planning services. A UNFPA-sponsored independent evaluation of these projects was
undertaken in 1982, which recommended that emphasis be placed on institutionalizing
the project’s activities within the Ministry of Labour and Manpower. Although the
projects were initially due to be completed in December 1983, they were extended to
June 1985. UNFPA allocated a total of $700,000 to the project, which was executed
by the International Labour Organisation.

Basic data collection

33. Support to the 1981 census. UNFPA assisted the Government with the
preparation and implementation of the 1981 census, widely regarded as the first
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accurate enumeration of the popula~
vehicles, data processing equipmenl
technical advisory services and sta
was published in 1982 and the renal
total of $2.9 million was allocate~
Government and the United Nations
Developmment.

;ion since 1961. UNFPA support took the form of
:, local salaries for census enumerators,
Ltionery supplies. A prellminary census report
Ls results were formally made publlc in 1984. A
[ to this project, which was executed by the
)epartment of Technical Co-operation for

seminars and meetings. Among the
population progranaues; impact of ¢
force participation and fertility
type to fertility; mortality and
educational policy and population
fertility; and urbanization trends
allocated $600,000 and was execute

IV. PROI

35. The stated objective of thl

ireas investigated are conuuunity participation in
ural electrification on fertility; female labour
behaviour; relationship of landholding and tenure
ertility trends; fertility differentials;
progrmmues; impact of women’s programmes on

and fertility impact. The project has been
d by the Government and The Population Council.

OSED PROGRAMME 1985-1990

Government in the population field for the

1985-1990 period is to reduce in ~he total fetility rate from an estimated 6.15 in
1985 to 4.1 in 1990. This will r~quire an increase in the contraceptive prevalence
rate from 25 per cent to 40 per c~nt of all eligible couples. In order to meet
these objectives, the Government Sntends to improve the extent and quality of the
service delivery structure, to continue mass media campaigns of population
education and motivation, to clos@ly integrate population progranuues with their
primary health care components an(L to introduce socio-economic measures, including
improving the status of women, de~igned to contribute to a reduction in the
fertility rate. The cost of the
be on the order of $560 million,
provided by external donors. It
assistances to the Government’s p
in collaboration with six donor G,
approximately $50 million per yea:
Agency for International Developm,
year.

36. In March 1984, UNFPA sent;
the national population programme
Mission recommended that equal em
that a consultative panel on MCH!

,rogrmmae over the next five years is estimated to
~f which approximately 80 per cent will be
Ls expected that other major sources of
~ulation programme would include: the World Bank,
~vernments, with assistance in the amount of

over the five-year period; and the United Stakes
mt (USAID), with approximately $30 million per

i Needs Assessment Mission to Bangladesh to review
and to identify needs for future assistance. The

~hasis be placed on MCH and family planning and
~P be established to provide a continuing dlalosue

Formulation and evaluation of population policies

34. Population and development ~lanninR. In recognizing the important
relationships between various soci)-economlc variables and demographic growth, the
Government of Bangladesh has, with UNFPA support, established a Population and
Development Planning Unit, connected with the Planning Commission, to investigate
these relationships and to brine t~em to the attention of planners and
policy-makers. The Unit has produ:ed several series of research review and policy
papers which have been wldely circulated and has also sponsored a number of
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between the Government and donors. The Mission reviewed the existing incentive
system and recommended that, if maintained, the system be extended to cover all

family planning methods as well as MCH activities. The Mission also recommended

that improved training be given to health service providers and that the present

logistics system, particularly the reporting/inventory/placement of orders, be

strengthened. With regard to information, education and motivation activities, the

Mission felt that a co-ordinating committee should be created and that further

support should be given to population education and motivation programmes. It was

also recommended that a body be established to co-ordinate demographic and

population-related research within the Govez~uuent. Furthermore, the Mission

recommended that a coherent women’s progranmle be developed. On the basis of the
recommendations of the Needs Assessment Mission, the proposed progranmle has been

prepared by the Government of Bangladesh and UNFPA, in close consultation with

other donor agencies.

37. The particular component inputs of UNFPA to the various areas of the

national population programme have been drawn up keeping in mind (a) the expertise

of UNFPA in particular prograrmue sectors based on long involvement in those sectors

in Bangladesh; (b) the operational advantages enjoyed by UNFPA in certain

areas--notably procurement of equipment and supplies--by virtue of its
multilateralism; and (c) other donor support to the national programme.

38. UNFPA would provide approximately $20 million under the third country

programme. Additional funds may be mobilized on a multi-bilateral basis; these

are not included in the present submission. UNFPA would continue to give highest

priority to support the Government’s MCH/FP programme, both in the supplies and

logistics sector and in the provision of technical advisory services in the area of

integrated health and family planning. The second key area of UNFPA assistance

would continue to be population information, education and communication. In

designing the programme, care has been taken to make use, where possible, of
available local expertise and training opportunities. Details of the proposed

programme are outlined below.

Maternal and child health and family planninR

39. Strengthenin~ of integrated MCH/FP: logistics, supplies and services. If
the Government’s ambitious target of increasing the contraceptive prevalence rate
to 40 per cent of all eligible couples is to be met, the number of family planning

acceptors must rise from the current 4.5 million couples to 10.5 million by 1990.

The population programmes’s supply and distribution system must therefore be

further strengthened and family planning must be more closely integrated with other
MCH activities over the next five years. UNFPA assistance to this sector would be

divided into three components: (a) technical assistance to functionally integrate

health and family planning programmes and to strengthen the logistics and

distribution system; (b) improvement of the storage, supply and distribution 

commodities; and (c) provision of contraceptives and related medical supplies.

40. Under the first component, UNFPA would support an MCH/FP adviser in order to

enable the Government to achieve its goal of establishing a fully integrated health

and population programme. The Government has already taken organizational steps
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for the financial integration of b
level. Field-worker job descripti
and population field-workers is un
liaison and resource person to pro
co-ordination of MCHIFP activities
UNFPA-funded post would play a key
integrated programme operational s
adviser would provide technical as
infrastructure. Through the servl
the lead agency in co-ordinating d
programmes in the logistics and su

salth and family programmes at the sub-district
ons have been revised and team training of health
der way. The MCH/FP adviser would act as a
vide technical assistance and to facilitate the

The Government and donors envisage that this
role in assisting the Government to make an
td effective. A UNFPA-funded senior logistics
3istance to strengthen the logistics system
:es of this adviser, UNFPA would continue to be
onor assistance to the Government’s population
pplies sector.

41. Under the second component,! UNFPA would completely replace the existing
fleet of vehicles at the central Warehouse, provide funds for air conditioning part

of the central warehouse used forlheat-sensitive supplies, provide a micro-computer
to improve stock control records ~nd provide forklifts and other equipment needed
at the central warehouse. Variou~ training programmes would be organized for
training teams and supply officers working at the district level and storekeepers
working at the district and Upazi]
would be developed by the logistic
would supply medical and surgical
programme and 1.5 million doses ol
and supplies to be procured would
requirement for the Government’s I
would identify needed drugs and M(
million to this project, which wo~

a levels. Details of the training programmes
s adviser. Under the third component, UNFPA
requisites for the voluntary sterilization
injectable contraceptives. The types of drugs
be determined each year on the basis of the
,opulation programme, while the MCH/FP adviser
IH equipment. UNFPA proposes to allocate $12.3
tld be executed by the Government, UNICEF and

UNFPA. [

42. Operations research analysiS. The Government is seeking ways to improve

!

family planning service delivery and to make the population progran~e more
effective. The operations researc:h analysis project would help the Governmentto
diagnose current problems and ex~
approaches to service delivery to
also enable the Government to keel
such experimental project areas al
introducing successful features o:
country. UNFPA would provide $10q
sub-contract research projects to
would be executed by The Populati,

43. Support to Mohan~adpur Fer
Mohammadpur Fertility Services an,
institution, providing comprehens
45,000 men and women in and aroun
population programme because of i
privileged groups, an effective s
of services. After further appra
in providing counselling, family
MCH unit which would offer pre- a

~ine their underlying causes and to test new
ensure their effectiveness. The project would

abreast of operations research developments in
the Matlab districts and to devise ways of
those project areas in other regions of the

,000 to fund national research officers and to
Bangladesh research organizations. The project

)n Council.

ility Services and Training Centre. The
Training Centre (MFSTC) is a quasi-governmental

ve family planning services and training to over
Dhaka. The role of the MFSTC is crucial for the

~s managerial capacity, accessibility to under-
Tstem of recording and reporting and high quality
.sal of this proposal, UNFPA may assist the MFSTC
planning and follow-up services; establishing an
nd post-natal care; and conducting research on

identification of family planning~related infections and providing diagnostic
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measures to remedythem. The MFSTC would execute this project with support in the
amount of $600,000 from UNFPA.

Population information, education and conuuunication

44. Strensthening information, educatlon and motivation (IEM) activities.
Recent surveys indicate that 95 per cent of the population of Bangladesh has some
knowledge of family planning. In large part, this is due to the work of the IEM
Unit of the Government’s Population Control Directorate, which has launched various
progrmmues to raise general awareness about family planning. Contraceptive use,
however, remains relatlvely low, and over the next plan period the IEM Unit will
emphasize media campaigns designed to inform the public about specific
contraceptive methods and how to obtain them. UNFPA would, therefore, continue to
support the activities of the IEM Unit. UNFPA support would meet the local salary
costs of the IEM Unit staff and would provide vans equipped with audio-visual
facilities and equipment needed for the production of posters, films and other
materials. Funds would also allow technicians to be trained locally and abroad.
Technical backstopping support would be provided by the Bangkok-based UNDP/Asia and
Pacific Progran~ae for Development Training and Communication Planning, under the
execution of UNDP Office of Projects Execution.

45. A sub-activity within the project would focus on establishing interpersonal
conuuunication with the population through influential people in conuuunities such as
religious leaders. Xt would aim at enlisting religious leaders as active
supporters and promoters of the population programme by instilling the concept of
family planning as part of the basic health programme which can improve the quality
of life of people in the country. UNFPA proposes to organize population training
courses for religious leaders which will draw on pro-family planning messages
contained in the Koran and other Islamic teachings and would seek to raise their
awareness on population problems in the country. Funds would be provided to train
master trainers and to meet the cost of organizing training courses. ~t is planned
that 25,000 religlous leaders would be trained in this way. The project would be
executed by the Government with support in the amount of $2.8 million from UNFPA.

46. Population education through the school system. UNFPA proposes to continue
the existing project in the school system in order to complete the integration of
populationmaterial in all curricula of the formal education system. It is also
proposed that greater emphasis be placed on the institutionalization of the
population education programme in the country’s education system. Funds would be
provided to train master trainers and resource persons who would be posted to
teacher training colleges and primary training institutes which would be
responsible for in-service and pre-service training of teachers in population
education. Project activities would include development of supplementary reader’s
and teacher’s guides; revision of the training packages; and preparation of
communication support materials. UNFPA would provide $2.2 million to the project,
which would be executed by the Government, with technical assistance from the
UNESCO Regional Team on Population Education.

Formulation and evaluation of population policies and programmes

47. population and development planning. In order to ensure that the
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development planning process incorporates population factors, and that the

interrelationships between popul

be understood as fully as possib

its existing support to the Popu

Planning Commission. While the

a closer integration of the Plan

would be streamlined and placed

of the Planning Commission. Thi

then fed directly into the plann

following areas: preparing popul

ation dynamics and other socio-economic variables

le, UNFPA proposes to continue in a modified form

lation and Development Planning Unit of the

Jnit has functioned well over the past three years,

~ing Commission is required. Accordingly, the Unit
inder the direct control of the Population Section

would ensure that the findings of the Unit are

[ng process. The Unit would focus its work in the
~tion projections, providing training on population

and development planning to other Government officials, maintaining an inventory of
population research in Banglades h and commissioning specific research activities

using local experts. UNFPA assistance in the amount of $500,000 would be used to

support two short-term international consultants to assist with the training and

research components; to purchaselequipment (including a microcomputer); to cover
local salary costs; to provide cverseas and local training; and to support the cost
of research commissioned by the unit on a sub-contract basis. The project would be

executed by the Government and

48. Advisory support to the i

population growth is perceived

socio-economic development, the

of Health and Population Control

UNFPA would provide general adv!

order to assist the Government
on policy-relevant research and

programmes. UNFPA would financ~

staff. Project activities woulc

current populationprogrammes
Government would execute this pl

PendinK projects

49. Discussions between UNFP
way concerning the formulation

under the third country program

support a project under the Min
which would focus on educating,

women. The project would aim t,
awareness of people with regard

advancement of women. It is en’

he Population Council.

.nistry of Health and Population Control. As
s the country’s foremost problem in its

Government considers it crucial that the Ministry

¯ formulate a solid population policy. To this end,

.sory support to the Population Control Wing in

~o formulate an effective population policy, based

performance of past and present population

the costs of an international adviser and support

include preparation of policy papers, review of
d formulation of policy recommendations. The

’oject, with $200,000 in support from UNFPA.

and the Government of Bangladesh have been under

)f specific projects with the remaining $1.3 million

he. With a part of the remaining funds, UNFPA may

[stry of Justice or the Ministry of Women’s Affairs
¢omen and men on the legal rights and status of

) improve the status of women by increasing the

to Islamic and family laws which support the

risaged that other projects would be developed with

the as yet unprogrammed amount,l taking into consideration the recommendations of

the Needs Assessment Mission.

Evaluation and monitoring
!

50. The programme would be ~onitored according to the revised "UNFPA
Instructions on an Integrated ~ystem for Monitoring the Implementation of Country

Programmes and Country Projects" (UNFPA/RRI78123, dated 15 September 1978).
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Although the instructions emphasize distinct components of the monitoring system
(progress reports, tripartite reviews, annual country reviews and a final report),
they also include reporting by the UNFPA representatives to headquarters in order
to identify problems at an early stage.

Financial summary

51. The proposed total UNFPA contribution, by programme area, subject to the
availability of funds, is as follows:

Maternal and child health and family Dlannin~

Strengthening of integrated MCH/FP: logistics,
supplies and services

Operations research analysis

Support to Mohmmuadpur Fertility Services
and Training Centre

Subtotal

Population information, education and conuunicatlon

Strengthening IEM activities

Population education through the school system

Subtotal

Formulation and evaluation of population policies

Population development planning

Advisory support to the Ministry of Health
and Population Control

Subtotal

Pendln~ projects

$

12 300 000

100 000

600 000

13 000 000

2 800 000

2 200 000

5 000 000

500 000

200 000

700 000

1 300 000

20 000 000TOTAL

52.

V. RECOMMENDATION

The Executive Director reommends that the Governing Council:
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(a) Approve the progran~
1985 through June 1990 in the to

(b) Authorize the Execut
with the Government of Banglades

e for Bangladesh for the five-year period from July
tal amount of $20,000,000;

ive Director to make the appropriate arrangements
h and with the executing agencies.


