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COMMEN~S OF THE SEC~Z-GRNERA~

i. The report of the Joint Inspection U~it (Jl~) entitle~ "Progress =eport on the
implementation of =ecommenu~tinns o~ regiona~ programme~ in the conse~ation an(i
management of Africa~ ~tl~life ~ (JIq//RHP/~/~)~ published: in Februa~y L 198~3,. folLow,-
an e ,a~lier report w~ich wa~ publishe~ in 19.79, (JIU/RR~/7971) ~/ in: which attent~Lon
was focuse~ o~ tra~L~ing progra~me~ in African ~fe ~a~eme~t ~t ~wa~
institutlons~ the ~tle~e of &frica~ ~~e M~a~ement ~t Mwe~r U~i~e~ Repub,l~c
of Tanzani~ ~n¢~ the P~Le de faune a= Ga~ousr Un, ite~ Republic of Cameroon,

Z., In pceperin~, th~ ~urcen.t report,, the M~L~ concer~ of ~ZU hes been t~ re~,ie~
~cogres~ o~ the implemen~atio~ of the recommendations con~/ne~ ~. the I~79,
report.. I~ par~oula~r efZorts have~ been made t= ev.alu~t~ the ~p~nse of~ the
relevant Unite~: Netlon~ agen¢ie~ operating L~ ~ildllfe conserv&~io~ an~ management=
and =elated field~ ~ Afric~ in~ givin~ pra=ti=~l effect to;* the I~spectors"
proposa:is. However,. thei~ concer~ ha~ ~ bee~ to, pro~id~ up-to-~at~ infor~tio~
o~. trends~ and prob,lems in the con ser~tio~ and management of Afri~’~ wild’life, L~
add/tion, the Inspe~tor~ have made som~ further useful prop~s~l~ w~Ic2~ are a, ime(~ at
facilitating a speedier impleme~tatlon of the reo~mmendat£ons~ conta~ne~ i~ the 19,7~
report,.

3. In revlewln~/ the progress, of implemen~tlo~ of the recommndation~ conta~n~
in the 1979 report o~ JIU,~ the curren~ =eport highlights, the action~ taken~ by ~le~

governing bodies of the va, riou~ United Natlon~ organs con=erned: with issues" of.
conservation and ~ management of ~£1dlif~ im Affix, In~ this connection,.
resolution 388.: (XV) of i~ Apri~ 1980", adopted by. the Conferenc~ of Mi~i~ter~ of the
Economi= Commission for Africa~ (EC~) ~ ~t i~ s~xth mee~/ng, 2/ i~ significant. ~n~

that resolution, the Conferen=~ of Ministers provided the authority an~ framework
necessary for the pro~ramming~ and m~bilization of resources, while at th~ same t:im~
clearly ind:icating the modalitie~ for co-operation a nd~ collaboratlon among the
relevant United Nations agencies. The=e is no doubt tha~t, by this~ =esolutlon and
through, its~ aotivitie~ in this flel~, ~,A ha,~ greatly ~ssiste~ in. sen~tizlng the
Afrioa~ member G~ve~nment~ ~= th~ vital ne~ for the conse=v~tio~ an~. proper
management of ~ild~ife as,. on~.,ofi Africa"~ great herltagee,

%., It i~ to, b~ noted~ that the ECA leqisl~tiv~ organs,, im .Particular the~
Lusaka-based Council of M.inis=er~ of the M~itlnetlona~ Programming and; 0perationa,l
Centre for Eastern an~ S~ther~ Africa have in: =ecent years~ a.ttached ~ great
Impo=tance tO’ the developmen~ of integrated: reg:iona0l tra, inlng,, resea,rc~
conservation, an~ ~magement of wildlife. A~ & result of this increased. Inte£es~r
the ~ Exe~utiv.e Secretary of ECA is~ expected: to’ report to the Council of M-in’Is~ers~: ~=
each of its: sesslons~ on. the, progress, ~ade in the development of integrated
training, research-,, conservation, an~t management of ~ildlife in Africa. This,
interest ~t the Politic~l level i~ unprecedented i~. th~ =eglon an~ ca.ll~ for the.
wholehearted~ support of the. Internetiona~ co~ity*~



~.,r’..984/~/~d. i
En~lis~
Page 3

5. Section ZIZ of ~he report of JIU deals wi~h ~he contribu~on of the relevant
United Na’tions ageno~.es and other interna~onal organizations, such as the
International Union for ~he Conservation of Nature and ~atural Resources (IUC~) and
the..World Wildlife Pund (WWF), to ~he wildlife conservation and management effoct,~
made- in the African region, The role of the non-United Nations organizations has
been essentially compl, ementary but unique and vi~al in many ways. There have been
occasions, for example, when they have been themost eloquent in drawing attention
to potentially dangerous s~tua,tions. Zt is f/~cing, therefore, to take this.
opportunity to congratula.te all of these non-United Nations organizations on the
i’mportant contribution that they have~ made in the. past and tha,t they continue to
~ak.eo.

6. , Re~,.e:ence has. already, been made to the increasing awareness among the member~
States of ECA of the need to conserve and properly to manage wildlife. Th/~
welcome t~end is very clearly brought out in section IV of the Inspectors’ reporn.
~n this connection, it is noted that over the-pc.st few years there have been a
growing number of tra/n/ng, educational and research progra~nes in this. fiel~, both.
a.l: university level and at the level of tra/n/’ng wildl~fe conser~al~on and
management :functionari, eso Thus, s/nee the publication of the JIU report in 1979,
the Inspectors repo~ that training-fa=il/~es in wildlife management have. been
established in five African countries in add~t, ion to the less formal in-service

training progr.ammes in nine other oountri, es. In addi~ion,, there is, an
i.nc~easi~g number of African un/vers~t~.es~ thai: offer courses in wildl/fe
conservation and managemen.~o ~leee are very ,welcome developments, The
in1~.c~tional community-will no doubt support these efforts,

I. In the/r report, the Inspectors expr~ concern wi~ch regard to the .~nadequacy,
bo,th qual/t.atively and quan~ita~ti~ely, of ’~r-a/ned manpower in th~s f~eld, In ~his
conne~cion, the X.n~rl..’-~,ctor~: r~gh~ly pla~e strong emphasis on the develc%m~en.~ of
~dd3e-~evel manpower .which i~ c~eanly the backbone of any ser/-ous pr~3______~an~@ for
.w//~ll~e~ conserva~Lon .and managemen~o In the same context,, the impor~ce a.t~.ached
’by .the Inspectors ~0 the proposed ;~eg±onal role of the College of Afri¢an Wildlife
Management: a~ Mweka, Uni:~ed Repu~I/c of Tanzania, and. the Ecol~ .de ~aune at Garoua,~
Unl.~c.ed Republic of Cameroon, is ~ appropriate and ~.~mely.,

8. .Bo~h the Ga~,oua and Mt~s col~@ges a~e ,h~/cally na~nal in~./TA~ions but
,ad~L.~ nationals of other coun.~z3~s~ on an ad h~c bas/,s. This open-door policy has
mean~ tha.~ the ~o~cnmen~s of the Un~ed Republ/c of Cameroon and. :the-Un/~.ed
Re~uhllc of ~-a~ru~a -~:. have been shou~.r:ing; hea.vy fi~ancd~L burdens. ~~more:,
i~-~ecen.~ ~ear~ the t~o ~’n~i~cutions have been experi.enc/ng, se~er~ financial
pr.oh~ems, no.~ only ,wi1:h rega,~ ~ap~:~al development bu’~ also in respect of current

¯ cos~s~ A mo~e formal arrangement of co-oper, a~/on with regard to the regional
fu~ct.~,~ of "t~. ’,~.~ .~ ,w~z~u1~1 ’m~....~1~:......y mean~ the .~ty .of tra.i’ning

¯ al~o facil/,~e the ef’~ve, appl/cat~on of ~.hn~cal co-op~ra~ion among,
de.v~_~ ,cou~r’~s by theee ~wm~n~s wh/ch would pool ~sou~ces, with a v/.ew, to
,ac~/e,~..~ ,an ~’~r~-.~..~e of ~..l, ecti,ve self-.r, al/~, nee..

9;. T~e ~eg~onal p~ogramme-for A~r~ca. (i~-82-I~86) was: approved by the Governing
Council of the Un/:t~ed’ Nat::l:on~ .D~ve.~op~en’~ Pr~qramme. (UNDP) ~ i.1:s: dec~sl, on: 82/4 
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of 18 June I~82. 3/ At the end of 1982r the Administrator o£ UNDP de~ided that
budget level5 weuld only be authorized for up ~o ~ 55. per cent of ~he indic~nive
plannin~ flgureE for the 1981-1986 cycle. Since co~itments exceeded the budget

levels by close to $60 million, in-depth consultstion$ were undertaken with the
intergovernmentazi organizations in Afric~ an~ the exeeuting aqencie~ includ/n~ the

Food an~ A~riculture 0rqa~ization of the U~ited Nations (P~D], ~he executing agen~r

for project RAP--74-056 (~ildl/fe School, Garoua,. Unite~ Republic of Cameroon). 

was aqree~ with FAO that an ad~ition~l a.lloca~ion of SUS 12Q,500 would be made

available in order to consolidate the Mweka College into a viable institution in

the context of technica~i co-operation amon~ develop/n~ countries in Africa~

Specifically, the objectives of this new; phase of UNDP assistance are~

¯ (a) To advise on the inst.itutiona~L a~ra4%ge~e~ts of the Mweka ~llege wit/z
regard to its regional functions, and its func~/ons in the contex~ of technical

co-operation among developing-countries, the constitution of policy-making bodies

in particuler, and to determine wh&t is necessary to~ strengthen the insti~u~/onF

(b) T~ revie~ the requirements and needs in. the field of wildlife management
training for the whole of the African region ~i~h a vie~ to, strengthening other

possible mechanisms, for co-oper~tion~

rt is understoo~ that th~ fun~inq for the two college~ (Mwek~ an~ Garoua) will 

restored to its original level ($1o5 million) a~ soon am UNDP is authorized’ to.

budget up to 80 per cent of the indicativ~ plan~ing figures, which i~ th~
assumption under which ~he regional proqramm~ for Africa was~ formulated. UNDP~ im

also actively pursuing ~hird-part-/ cost sharing for these projects.

i0. Apart from the question of resources, there is e continuing need to ensure
effective co-ordination an~ co-operation among the United Netions organiz&tionm and

agencies active in this field. The mand&te given to th~ =eqional commissions~ by

the Gener~l Assembly in the: annex .to its resolution 32/19~T of 20 December 197Tr
that is, to "exercise team. leadershi{ ~ and. re~gons/bilit~f for co-ordination and

co-operation at the regional level ,~ is ga.rticularly relevant in this context.

~I. C~MMP2~TS ON SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS

iI. The following specific comments of the Secretary-Generel on the

reco~endatlons of JIU should be rea~ ~ithin th~ context of the above
considerations which have guided his. res~nse~, to these recommendations.

A. Support to trainin~ pro~rammes in wildlife conservation

at the technical and administrative levels

Recommendations i and Z

12. ECA, UNDP and FAO have been engaged in consultation with theGovernments of I

the UnitedRepublic’ofCameroonand the Unite~Republic of Tanzania, inwhich &

n~re formal~rranqement for co-opera~ionha~beensought i~ respe~u of the region~l
functions performed by the Mwek~ and Garou~ college~°
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13. It is becoming increasingly apparent that the most suitable arrangement is for
the two colleges to continue to operate under their respective Governments’
execution, while housing regional programmes. In this regard, the Executive
Secretary of ECA will seek appropriate action from the Council of Ministers at its
forthcoming session. It should be noted in this connection that national training
institutions which are Open to participants from other countries and which clearly
benefit other countries qualify for assistance .from the UNDP regional programme for
Africa, irrespective of institutional arrangements.

14. As- recommended by JIU, consultations are under way between ECA and FAO, other
members of the Ecosystem Conservation Group (ECG) and. the Governments. of the United
Republic of Cameroon. and the United Republic of Tanzania on the objectives, scope
and mode of operation of the programmaes to be hosted by Garoua and Mweka. Final,
decisions will, however, have. to await th~ resolution of the format of

~co~per:atlon, along the lines indicated above.

B, Train/ng programams at the scientific level

Recommendation3

15.. The Inspectors iden%ifyexisti’ng programmes at fiveuniveraitie~ and propose

~oat an approach similar to that. advocated for the Garoua and Mweka colleges be
flowed. The, issue will be discussed at ~ joint .consultative meeting of UNESCO

and ECA. It is, expected, that an agreement will be reached~ on concrete measures for
the implementation of the Inspectors’ proposals.

C. Inteqrated regional livin~ ,resources conservation
strateqy and progr~anuue

Rec .opmendations 4, 5f 6 and 7

16.. The Executive Secretary of ECA has already conveyed thwrequesC conta/ned in
.resolution 388 (IV) of the. Conference of Ministers of ECA to all agencies and
orqaniza’~ons mentioned therein, inviting-them to increaee the wildlife
conservation and managemerr~ content of their programmes and to co-oge~a~e in
co-ordina~ing, the implementation of a long-term integrated sCrategy,~

17. The s~engthening of the m Environment Co~0rdination Uni~ of the United Nations.
En.vLronmen~ Programme (UNEP), proposed in recommenda’tion 4, is to be considered in
the con~ex.t of the work of the UNEP Regional Office for Africa. and the ~esul~s of
t~e efforts made by UNEP to sCreng~,hen ~he env "~ omnenCal c~pabiliC~.e~ of the
r~gional comm’~s~ions.. The-Gov.ernin9 Council of ~, a~ i~cs tenth session.,
considered the revised terms, of re~erence of the regional offices of UNEP and the
environmen~ co-ordination units in the regional ~:sions., includLSng the Economi=

~
~on for Africa, by its. deci-sion 10/2 of 28 May 1982, 4/ considered that they

e appropria.~e and would help minim/ze, overlap. The ac~.ion by the. Governing
ncil of UNEP will. go a long way towards realizing the objective in

cecom~endation 4 for a co-ordinated effort i~ ¢onserva~ion and environmen~al



E/1984/3/Add.l
English
Page 6

activities by UNEP and ECA for the whole region. The con~en.lng, of a meet:in~ of
experts drawn from member S~tes of ECA t~ lay down the. framewor~ for the regional
st4zategy and proqram~er prop~se~ in recomaRenda~ion 4, is being impleme~te~ withir~
the framework of part eight of decision 11/7 of 24 May L9~3 of the Governing
Couna.J~ Of ~r 5/ concenr~.t,n~ regional i~ro~rammes iz~ Afrlc~.

18. The ~ecu~ive Secretary of ~ ~m in con~a~= ~£th ~he 0rga~=atio~ of Africa~
Unity (OAU), seeming t~ encourage member Sta~e~ ~ rati~ or accede tO: the OA~
African Convention and related multil&teral treaties~ and agreements andalso to
convene the mee~ of ~r~s ~o: lay down th~ fram~r~ for a regional ~ra~eg.y.
It is also e~t~ th~n such ~ m~g. ~ =esult in. ~e fo~tio~ of the
modalitie~ for the e~tabl/shment of ~ permeme~t te~%~ica~ forum ~ for issues

concerned with ~il~life conservation end mana~emen=~

19. The Secretary-General appre~late~ the considerable and strategic contribution
of non-goveknmen~a.l Conserva~/on organizer/onto in the pas= and is. determin~ ~o
ensure co-ordinated effort~ in the future.

l_/ Transmitted t~. the Economi~ an~ S~=£ai Council under the symbol
E/1979/I03 and Cocr.l and to the Gov~n:incy Council. of the United N~ion$ .
Environmen~ Proqramme under the ~ UNEP/GC.8/~.I.

2/ See 0fficia~ Records of the Economic and: Social Council t 1980f Supplemen~
No.7 (E/1980/27),, part II, sec~. 

¯ 3_/ See Official Reco=ds of the Economi= and: S<~uia=l. Council~ 1982, Supplemen~
NO.__._66 (E/1982/16/Rev.l), annex~ .

4/ See 0fficia~ Records of the General Assembly r T~irt~f-seventh S~38iOnr

Supplement No. 25 (3%/37/25)r pert two, annex.

5_/ See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-el@bib Session,i
Supplement No. 25 (A/38/25), annex.


