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I, Nature of the programming exercise

1. The commencement of the programming exercise was marked by the preliminary
consultations between Government and the resident representative in March 1980 and by the
resident representative's note, after the agreement reached with the Govermment of
Mauritius and UNDP Office in Mauritius on the collaboration of the United Nations system
in the preparation of this country programme. The resident representative's note included
an assessment of past UNDP activities in Mauritius.
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2 The work plan with the note were distributed to the organizations of the
United Nations system and constituted the basis for further discussions which were
held in May 1900, when UIT/DTCD was able to send one of its interregional advisers
to participate in the preparation of the country programme of the Covermment,

Some specialized agencies sent staff members to be associated with this preparation
and those agencies that vere unable to send missions submitted their comments in
writing.

3. These and other proposals identified independently by the ministries
themselves were later submitted for consideration and screening to the Ministry of
Bconomic Planning and Development, which then decided on a final list of
requirements for discussions with the resident representative.

W, Initial drafting of the country programme document took place in early
August 1980, This process included various consultations on programme content
between the Government and the UNDP resident representative,

D The first draft of the country programme was sent Lo UFDP headquarters and to
all specialized agencies for comments after agreement on its content was reached.

6. After considering the comments of the United Nations agencies, the Govermnuent

of Mauritius approved the final draft of this countrvy programme.

IT. Relationship between the country programme and
the national develorment objectives

7. The present country programme covers the five years 1¢32-1986 of the third
UNDP programming cycle. Under normal circumstances, this duration would have
largely coincided with the third five-year development plan, 1980-1935, In view
of the economic situation prevailing in the wake of the devaluation of the rupee
in October 1979, the Government has turned to a two-vear interim plan for the
period 1980-1932 with a view to bringing the economy back to normal.

8, The difference in the time-frames of the UMNDP cycle and of the national
development plan does not, however, affect the content and scope of the programme.
There has been, since indenendence, a great continuity in the development
objectives pursued by the country, which can be summarized as follows:

(a) Tull employment:

(b) Diversification of the economy.
These long-term objectives continue to be the goals of all intermediate planning.
Qe The Ministry of Hconomic Planning and Development, fully aware of assistance

received and/or anticipated from external sources, was able to determine with great
accuracy what type of ussistance was required from UNDP in the various sectors.
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10, TVihile the bulk of as istance recuired from MIDP is concentrated (60 per cent
of vprozrammed resources) in acriculture, health, education, transport and
communications, development planning and administration, nev small-scale activities
are also promoted in several other areas such as science and technolopy, employment,
huan settlements, international trade and development, finance, industry and
national resources. The relevance of projects to present needs is reflected by

the verv larme portion of resources (8¢ ner cent) devoted to new projects, It is
further 1llustrated by the tvpe of assistance expected from UFDP, 3ince Mauritius
has auite a larre number of vell~trained cadres, vhat is in most cases needed 1is
short-term, hich-level cxnertise and fecilities for action (ecuinment) and for
Turther traininz of the available cadres.

-

TIT. Content and phasing of the country programme

Twentv-nine per cent of the prosrammed resources are earmarked for arriculture
its diversification, a major concern to the Covermment; 20 pver cent to health,

, so far had received little assistance from UWiNDP; 16 ner cent to education,

one of the major preoccniations of the Government; © per cent to transport and
communications, an important sector for an island country; T per cent to development
Nlanning and administration, and the rest, 20 per cent, to the various fields of
industrv, natural resources, international trade, science and technology, social
conditions, ermployment and humar settlements.
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Table 1
Sectorel breakdovn of prorrammed resources
Identified new
Onroing nrojects nrojects ) Total
Value ner Value ner Value per
Sector (S£7000) cent (57000) cent (57000) cent
General development
issues 130 21 250 5 200 7
Matural resources 65 11 70 1 135 2.5
Asriculture - 1 620 32 1 420 20
Tndustry 55 9 215 b 270 5
Transport and
communications 205 L8 il 5 520 Q
International trade - 180 )t 180 3
Human settlements - 130 3 130 2
Health - 1 100 22 1 160 20
Tducation - 270 17 a70 16
Employment - 130 3 130 2
Social conditions 65 11 a5 1 130 2
Science and technology - - 135 3 135 2.0
Total prorrammed 610 100 b 990 100 5 600 100
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Phasing of the countrv nrogsrarmme

A, Amounts nroorammed
Year
1982
1052
100h
1985
10046
Total
i, Resources taken into account for nrogramming
1. Resources available
(a) IPF resources
Third cvele IPF resources
Total IPF resources
(b) All other resources managed bv UFDP
D

a/ Tizure represents 30 per cent of the illustrative IPF.

Provision for adequate nrofrarming

Total resources taken into account for
programming,

(£1000)

1

1

=

-

010
079
120
170
230

600

($1000)

85 600 a/

45 500

600

N
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12, All »mrojects in Agriculture are new oand are aired at achievins self-
sufficiency in the production of food. £~Lssistance is requested from UIDP to heln
in devising an over-all stratepsy for diversificetion of apgriculture hv nromotine
food crom production:; to improve the living cornditions of the ncorest serment

of the rurel weopulation throush two rural develovpment nrojects, one of which
will take nlacce in the islsnd of Rodrisuez. Assishance is also rsauestew for the
creation of a YMational Tishing Companvy,

-~
PN
ki

]3. In the llealth scctor alse all nrojects are new, " auritins still lacks manv
“acilities and gservices to ensure an adeauate cover of health needs of the
nonulation, Assistance requested covers medicnl and naramedicel staff training,
assistance to the Central "ater Authoritv, and immrovement of sewergre services.
1h, srojects in ducation also are new, They coancern nrimarv teacher
training and curriculum develonment, desirn of Form ITI eyamlnnti , strengthening

cf pre-nrimary education, and the establishment of Mauritius Loucatlon Broadcastins
A T 17
Authority.

15, In the sector of Transport and communications UMDP continuines sunport is
requested for civil aviation training and for telecomrmication trainines., UNDP's
involverent 1s also sourht for two new projects: training for the staff of the
Mauritius 'arine Auvthority and nostal services trainin-.,

16, In develovnment nlanning and adwministration, assistance needed covers an
onpoins nroiect to etrensthen the Feonomic Plannine Unit in the Tidnistry of
Feonomic Plannine and Develorrment and a new project in nublic sector menagement
training.

17. The other pronosed assistance deal with enerpv nlanning and develovment,
assistance to the suritius Stendards Bureau, the establishment of an Tndustrial
Co-ordination Unit an? of a Freisht Study Unit in the 'Hnistrv of Comnerce and
Industrv, the strencsthenins of the tourism and handicrafts incdustry, the
strenrthenine of the exnort nromotion services, the establishment of an exnort
credit puarantee schewme, 1ssistance to the reteorologsical services and to humen
settlement nrogrammes, workers' education and nroductivity improverment,
rehabilitation of disabled, and vocational trainines in prisons.

138, Verv fer of the projects in the country programme are large scale. Only
three projects can be considered as larpge scale, Cne is in Apriculture: an
urbrella project for the agricultural diversification prorrarmme, Another one

is in the "'ealth Sector. It dnvolves a feagibility study on the immrovement of
severase facilities. The third one concerns the setting up of a nrimary teacher
-

aining and curriculum develomment scheme.

17, Special develonment nroblems and needs of llauritius

19, Hauritius' econory is hiphly vulnerable because it is entirely dependent
on one cormodity: suegar, vhich in turn is narticularls dependent on the
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nrevalling weather conditions that periodicallv hit the island with devastatine
force, Thus in 1979/%0, the estimated su~ar crov was in the vicinity of
700,000 tons; four cvclones later, the actual crom was 75,900 tons.

Mauritius also depends on two other industries: (a) tourism anéd (b) a well-
orpanized Exnort Promotion Zone (TPZ). Rut again, with the cvelones and the
peorraphical isolation of the countrv, the success of these industries is
somevhat hazardous.

V. Recormendations of the Aédministrator

20, TIn the light of the foreroine, the Administrator recommends that the
Governing Council:

(2) Approve the provosed country progremme for Mauritius for the duration of
its progrerme neriod within the limits of its Indicative Plannine Fiesure for
1902-1086, taking into account the over-evpenditure or under—exvpenditure of its
1977-1081 Indicative Plannine Figure; and

(p) futhorize the Administrator to proceed with apnraisal and anproval
action on recuests for assistance falling within the outline of the country
prorramme while ensuring, in accordance vwith the decision taken bv the Covernine
Council at its eiphteenth session (7/5543/Rev.l, para. 31) that the exmenditures
are kent in reasonable conformity with the relevant TPF and sre contained within
the Tinancial resources available at anv siven time.






