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Presenting the Torch 
It is my great pleasure to be here with you this morning at the US State Department, passing to the US 

Government this torch,  that symbolizes our shared commitment to open and accountable government.  

I am confident that this forum will serve as an important compliment to the many events carried out 

around the world during this, the International Year of Evaluation.   

General Remarks and Handing off of Torch 
First off, I want to thank Deputy Secretary Higginbottom for agreeing to host this Forum on behalf of the 

U.S. Government, and for accepting the torch. 

This event comes at the end of a very active and successful year for the evaluation profession as more 

that 80 events have been staged around the globe at all levels, bringing attention to the 

transformational power that evaluation has. A culture for evaluation takes time to build and fiscal 

challenges faced globally require more, not less evaluation, as decisions need to be made on 

considerations of efficiency and effectiveness to correct and prevent misdirected programs.  

Evaluators and the evaluated have also spoken about the benefits of evaluation, such as good 

governance. This arises when evaluation practices push boundaries by asking critical questions about 

program value, which in turn can advance accountability, transparency, learning, and thus democracy.  

The past year has witnessed these issues being reflected in different contexts around the globe, and the 

UN resolution calling 2015 the International Year of Evaluation helped – it brought to the surface many 

debates and raised fundamental questions; such as what constitutes sound evaluation policy and 

practice, how can this be achieved in a context where transparency and critical voice is not always 

possible, and what role does evaluation play in advancing the Sustainable Development Goals (the 

SDGs)?    

In these discussions, the evaluation community specifically sought how evaluation could be used to 

connect citizens to decision-makers and bring voice to the beneficiaries on the ground.  



Robust evaluation, which is independent, deliberate, strategic and engaging, can empower citizens and 

decision-makers alike to build credible institutions and more meaningful and cooperative relationships 

that pursue performance as a collective, rather than an individual responsibility.  The imperatives of the 

SDGs necessitates partnerships in the design and implementation of review and evaluation systems, and 

our profession has much to offer to bring about the synergies and conversations needed to advance aid 

through ongoing, participatory and credible evaluation processes.   

The recent 4th UNDP National Evaluation Capacity (NEC) conference, which took place in Bangkok sought 

to build on the power of the collective. It was the largest NEC event ever -- with over 450 participants 

and more than 100 countries participating which brought together the professional networks of IDEAS, 

UNEG, ECG and OECD/DAC and EvalPartners. The dialogue focused on how to help the SDGs to be 

successful, as evaluation principles and practices blend in the pursuit of advancing development for 

citizens. Evaluation is thus today poised to help bring about the governance and social transformation 

necessary and expected, and as a profession with the power to do so, it is an enormous responsibility.  

Evaluation is about taking mutual responsibility for policies and social action through greater 

understanding, transparency, and constructive dialogue. During the forum today, it is my hope that our 

discussions will prove fruitful for all participants and that we all come away with new ideas and even 

greater enthusiasm, for our critical role as evaluators.    

With this enthusiasm, I present this Torch to Deputy Secretary Higginbottom for the U.S.Government’s 

Evaluation Forum.  

[Hand torch to Deputy Secretary Higginbottom. Hold for photos and take seat. Deputy Secretary 

Higginbottom will place torch in urn. Hari Sastry will end ceremony.] 

Thank you 

Indran A. Naidoo,  

Director, Independent Evaluation Office, UNDP and Vice Chairperson, United Nations Evaluation Group  


